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WOMAN of the TOWN. 


_ 


HOULD I begin this narrative with a penitential 
KI preface, to ſupplicate and implore the compaſſion of 
y readers, according to the common introdu@ory method 
of thoſe novels which have been written concerning us 
nhappy women, I ſhould give the lie to my mind, for 1 
ant not the world's pity, When I begged for mercy, 
t was denied me; when [ merited compaſſion, I met with 
ontempt ; and when I deſerved reproach, I received ado- 
ation. My own ſex treated me like an enemy, mankind 
ſed me as a flave. At firſt I fancied myſelf beloved by 
hem: they preſented, they knelt, they {wore themſelves 
o be my admirers; but before I had commenced kept-miſtrefs 
year, I difcovered enough of that ſex to make me de- 
piſe them; and the principal deſign of this narrative is, 
o exhibit mankind as they are, and as they behave in 
heir connections with our ſex: among that. part of it, I 

ean, whom they either find abandoned, or elſe make fo. 

It is not to indulge a ſplenetic fit for former illi treat- 

ent that I write; lam not angry with either ſex, Wich 
eſpe& to my own, their vanity is their puniſhment. * As 
o the other ſex, indeed, I have been ill uſed by them; 


put circumſtances and time gave me opportunities to re- | 


enge my wrongs. 


To you, therefore, ye ſelf-ſuppoſed Lords and Preroga- 
zve-makers, to you this narrative is addreſſed: not ſo 


uch to make you know yourſelves, as to make you re- 

ember yourſelves. Conſcious of what moſt of yow are, 

oft of you I mult deſpiſe. The abjef, the ideot, the 

Padman, the villain, the ſharper, the Hychephant, the bully, 

re characters which zvery MAN perſonates in turn who 
$ mean enough to attempt at poſſeſſion by deceit. 


N father was a very reputable tradeſman in the city of 
ondon. He married a clergyman's daughter, who. was 
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| remarkably handſome, and had an extreme good educa-l 
tion, but not one ſhilling of fortune. As fhe had not only, 


Jof moſt of my readers. 


I grown, ) I began to be horridly uneaſy at the leaſt r: 


Nothing but an irteſolution of being incapable where ti 
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been brought up to dance, ſing, and play, viſit, and be one, 


of the firſt in every faſhion or diverſien, my father, who 


was one of the moſt indulgent huſbands living, gave herſ 
the ſame liberty fhe had enjoyed before marriage ; and a 
ſoon as I was old enough, 1 was allowed to take her for 
my paitern. | | es 3 

J was kept at boarding ſchool until twelve years of age 
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and learnt there, from the converſation of my companions 
in two or three months, things which would aſtonifh my 
readers if 1 were to relate them. 


Perſons who never 
were within thoſe ſeminaries, cannot conceive that girls 


Jjuſt entering into their teens, could be ſuch minute natura 
- philoſophers, in ideas at leaſt, as we were. 


- 1 grew very womaniſh, I was told, and was proud o 
hearing it, as all girls are; and when I was but juſt thin 
teen, took the woman very much upon me, in behaving 
as I faw ladies behave. My mother uſed to ſay, that no 
thing was ſo proper to bring any young perſon forward af 
letting them ſee the world, and come early into company 
I paid and received viſits, and made parties among your 
perſons of both ſexes about my own age. But to this day 
'experienced as I have been, and almoſt above bluſhing 4 
indelicacies, I cannot help wondering (I ſay even nov 


at what then palled amongſt. us; and dare avow, that per 


mitting girls and boys of thirteen to be together as play 


mates, may be produftive:of habits, or conſequences 


which are better to be imagined than expreſſed, - For the 
Probability of this aſſertion, I appeal to the remembranc 


My conſtitution was one of the moſt ſanguine. In hig 
health and great ſpirits, praiſed for my figure, and 
thirteen years of age ſuppoſed to be fifteen, (ſo much wi 


ſtraint;; I wanted to be unbounded in my gratification 
J would have every momentary wiſh inſtantly gratifie( 


fix, prevented my aſking many a handſome fellow to g 
off with me. But thoſe wiſhes were on reflection curbe( 
I grew aſhamed of myſelf, and-yowed that I would w. 


; L ; 3 punt : : - | 
Then I heard moſt melapehgly and diſmal accoun 
(which, my father, being Larden,) made to 
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WOMAN OF THE TOWN, 5 


oftener talked of) how wretchedly a poor ſtreet-walker | 
died upon a bulk, or was ſent to Bridewell half- naked to 
be whipped; and theſe events always concluded with one 
obſervation, That all whores muſt come to the ſame end. 
Shocked at theſe relations, I uſed to retire often to my 
chamber and cry ; vow I never would be abandoned, ne- 
ver be a {trumpet ; and yet in ten minutes a ſudden glow 
of defire filled my mind, and I was all frantic for poſſeſ- 
ſion ; eſpecially when I obſerved women, whom both my 
father and« mother knew to be. proſtitutes, to ſtop at our 
door in their own equipages. When I ſaw the reſpect that 
was paid them, I ſuppoſed the terrible ſtories 1 had heard 
were only invented to trighten me. I. therefore deter- 


mined to be as gay and as happy as the moſt famous wo- 


man of pleaſure upon the town, 


Big with this ſcheme, which I indulged and enjoyed in 
coniemplation, I only waited to ſelett from my admirers 


the man whom I could moſt fancy, being determined to 


conſent, on his firſt propoſal, to go off with him. 


My intention, however, was rendered abortive by the 


praiſes which my mother was continually pouring upon 
me. She aſſured me, that a young perſon of my accom- 
pliſhments, and of my appearance, might be very certain, 
if ſhe poſſeſſed but a common ſhare of prudence and 
Patience, to marry a nobleman. A coronet on my poſt- 


chariot ; the flambeaux blazing before my chair on a 


birth-night; the title; the a thouſand and a thou- 
ſand dreams of grandeur roſe at once in my mind; I 
found myſelf to be certainly formed for a woman of qua- 
lity, believed I ſhould be fo, and immediately determined 
to bury the thoughts of every irregular ſcheme.” 3 

My vanity this time ſaved me from becoming abandon- 
ed, and I experienced the truth of what. Archer ſays, 
* Pride ſaves man oft, and woman too, from falling.” But, 
conſcious of the warmth of my conſtitution, I would not 
truſt myſelf on any private parties of pleaſure for the fu- 
ture, leſt one unlucky moment ſhould put an end-to.all my 


future hopes of elevated ſplendor. I would not accept of 


one invitation, unleſs my mother was of the party; I 
would not truſt myſelf out of her ſight, nor ever ſuffer any 


gentleman even to kiſs my hand, unleſs there was: a glove 5 


onit. 


Theſe ſelf-denials gave me inexpreſſible pan; but 


What will not a woman, when ſhe has reſolved on any 
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meaſure, ſuffer? Man's reſolution is no more to compare 
to ours for ſtrength, than wafer paper to heart of oak. 

This behaviour occaſioned me to be praifed by every 
father and mother where I viſited, and my example was 
Propoſed as a pattern for their daughters. I was extolled 
as the very emblem of chaſtity, at the inſtant my veins 
burnt with the fever of voluptuouſneſs. Thus is the world 
deceived by appearances. I, who had not the merit of 
the leaſt virtue, was looked upon. as the moſt virtuous : 


and ſo it is that good Zeputations are too often gained, 


not by really being god, but only by ſeeming to be ſo, 
Tortured as I was by appetite, I determined to become 

a martyr to my deſires, rather than forego this ſcheme of 

a quality- marriage. 


out, to aſk my parents conſent to lead me to the altar. 


I went to Vork with my mother on a viſit to a relation; 


and during the races, I appeared there the reigning toaſt, 


Among others, Lord L—n behaved to me in ſo parti- : 
cular a manner, and addreſſed me ſo tenderly, ſo reſpect- 
Fully, that L had no doubt but he was the nobleman who | 


was to fulfil my parent's prediction. | | 
That very perſon, however, that man of mighty ho- 
Tours, has ſince confeſſed to me, that the method of ad- 


dreſs which he then made uſe of, was with an intent to 


win me to his lure the ſooner, as he found I was ingenu- 
ous, and conſequently unſuſpecting; and that he knew 
women of ſenſe, ſpirit, and good nature, were ſooner to 
be deceived under the maſk of open friendſhip, than by 
any Other artifice. 
ity of manhood ?' | 
- While 1 was thus pleaſing myſelf with my golden 
dream, word was ſent us into the country, that my father 
had failed, that there was an execution in the houſe, that 
he himfelf was carried to jail, and that we had not a bed 
left to he on. I cannot delcribe what J felt on the news. 
My mother went immediately to London, leaving me with 


our relation, confined to my bed delirious, occaſioned by | 


this ſudden change of circumſtances, However, by the 

advantage of youth, and an excellent conſtitution,” I re- 

covered in about a week; and confeſs, to my ſhame, that 

the diſtreſſes which my parents mult ſuffer, werenot ſo 
5 2 | 


* 5 


Is not this, now, the very magnani- 
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Every day I expected the happy mo- 
ment when through the ſaſh I ſhould ſee the coroneted | 
chariot ſtop at our door, and the gay ſtar-breaſted peer ſtep if 
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WOMAN OF THE TOWN. 


grievous to me, as the reflection of what J muſt ſuffer, in 
not being able to ſhew my face among thoſe of my ac- 
quaintance again, of whom I uſed to take the lead in all 
art1es, i a | 
I was inconſolable: eſpecially when I perceived an alte- 
ration in the behaviour of every perſon in the houſe where 
I then was. Before they knew the misfortunes of my fa- 
mily, I was treated like a queen; my look was a law; and 
every one ſeemed, by their eager watching what I wanted, 
to anticipate even my wiſhes by their ready attendance : 
but now the face and the behaviour of every one was al- 
tered: they paſſed by me without curtſeying : if I aſked 
any of them to walk out, they were engaged ; their heads 
ached; they were afraid it would rain; they did not chuſe 
to go; and began to contradict me in every thing I pro- 
oſed. | 
: In about a week after I had left my room, juſt as we had 


ſat down to dinner, I was mentioning ſome partridges that 


I ſaw, when my relation, with all that matronly conſe- 
quence which prudiſh gravity can put on, told me it was 
out proper for me now to think of ſuch high living; that 
I ſhould ſuit my ideas to my circumſtances; and think, as 
I had nothing now left, that it was time for me to look 
out for ſomething ; and that truly I ought to ſee for ſome 
ſervice, which would be better for me, than to remain a. 
continual encumbrance on my friends. LA 

I threw down my knife and fork, and riſing almoſt 
choaked from table, went out of the houſe into a long elm 
walk at the back-gate, and there walking backwards. and 
forwards, ſtrove to give vent to my uneaſineſs. 

Let whatever would be the conſequence, I was reſolved 
never to go into that houſe again, © Service! Service! 
„Ves, (I ſaid, as I talked to myſelf)—Perhaps 1 may 
Perhaps I may find ſome people though at my ſer- 


“vice. — Then my fancy again was in an uproar; I ran 


over the catalogue of my admirers, and was certain I could 


not want friends.—I was determined. 3 n 
Through all my hiſtory, the reader will find, that vio- 
lent paſſions urged me into every inconvenience I expe- 
r:enced, Let the more common-place ſcribblers, who bor- 
row from the frippery of .ſtale ſentiment thoſe. memoirs 
Qwhich they retail to the public, let them in their por- 
ſonages blame the villainies of the world, and the deceits, 
cruelties, and many et ceteras which have made the charac- 
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ters they would celebrate unhappy. I was miſerable 
merely by miſconduct. Vanity and ſelf-gratification firſt 
ruined me; and by finding out the power of thoſe two 
epidemics in others, I have fince wes 1 my fortune. 

I wiſh that both ſexes would remember this plain piece 


of advice, but remember it practically; that “they who 
* reſent injuries only equal their adverſaries; while they 


% who forgive them always become ſuperior.” 
While I was walking in the grove backwards and for- 
wards, ruminating on my forlorn condition, a ſhepherd's 


boy came to me, and, in his aukward manner, told me, 


that a very fine man wanted to ſpeak to me at faather's. 
I did not underſtand the lad; but, after bringing me, by 


taking hold of my gown, to the end of the walk, and 


pointing over the {ſtile to a cottage, in the door-way of 


Which 1 ſaw a very well dreſſed man ſtanding, the boy 


cried, © Yon, yon felle, all with fine cloaths on, wants 
you, Madam, an' pleaſe you.” | 

1 ſent the lad back, and bid him tell the perſon I did 
not underſtand any ſuch meſſage, and that I would not go. 


Then,“ ſays the ruſtic, III uphold, Madam, that he I 4 


5 gang tull yow.” | | 

Before I had taken three turns more, the boy returned, 
and with him the perſon whom I had ſeen at a diſtance. 
When he came near enough for me to ſee his face, I knew 
him to have been an intimate friend of my father's for 
ſome years, and one who N u had exprefled a particu- 


lar eſteem for me. I cannot deſcribe the ſurprize, nor the 


effect of that ſurprize, which I felt; but ſoon recovering, 
s, like my guardian angel, he 
was come to deliver me om my diſtreſs. I fancied his 
face told me ſo; and proſpects of grandeur and pleaſure 


began once more to fill my mind, But fearful to diſcover 
myſelf by my looks, with downcaſt eyes I begged to know 
what part of my behaviour had ever given him encou- 
ragement to treat me in ſo abrupt a manner as to ſend for 
me; and by this time having recovered ſpirits enough, 


looking him full in the face, I aſked him, if he thought 


that my father's misfortunes had broken my mind; or 
that, becauſe I could not command, as I uſed to do, I 
would be at any one's ſervice who ſent for me? + 


- Bending one knee to the ground, he begged my par- 
don; vowed he would do any thing he could for my hap- 
1 . pineſs; and began to ſtammer like a ſchool-boy WhO is 
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detected in a fb, He hoped I would excuſe him; faid, 

he had ſome reaſons, which I ſhould know hereaftey, that 
prevented him from calling on me at my relation's houſe; 
that he came down on purpoſe, after he had heard where 
J was, and was acquainted with the affairs of my family, 
to make me an offer of any part of his fortune I choſe to 
accept; and concluded with conjuring me to believe, that 
the propoſal proceeded merely from diſintereſtedneſs. 

Then it was that, for ſome moments, experienced the 
ſo-ſeldom-to-be-felt pleaſure, the love which has gratitude 
and eſteer for its parents. But in this I did not long in- 
dulge myſelf; although, from what he profered, and the 
abje&neſs of my ſtate, a thouſand things, all his in favour, 
roſe in my mind. My heart was at once his; and could 
he have forbore but for ſome minutes ſpeaking over and. 
over again concerning his difintereſtedneſs, I ſhould have 
confeſſed my affection, and gloried in the acknowledge- 
ment ; for as yet I did not know his ſex. But he cooled 
my firſt ardour by his own folly; for he endeavoured ſo 
much to make me believe that his offers to me origi- 
nated purely from diſintereſtedneſs, that I could not help 
ſuſpetting them. 

It is generally with men, eſpecially in their connections 
with our ſex, that they deceive themſelves, while they 
think they cheat us; and are weak enough to be impoſed 
on by their own vanity, when they imagine they are mak- 
ing fools of us. I do not deny but that many an unwary, 
inexperienced young woman, by the temptation of fine 
cloaths, fine words, a treat or two, and a few tawdry pre- 
ſents, is led aftray, and ruined, as it is called; and yet even 
tho'e have molt commonly, before that time, notwithſtand- 
ing all the many melancholy ſtories told about forlorn run- 
away maidens by captains, rakes, &c. I ſay, many even 
of theſe damſels have, before their beauiſh acquaintance, 
diſpoſed of their firſt favours to their father's clerks, ap- 
prentices, or ſerving- men. „„ e 

However, having acquainted him with the ill uſage 
which I had received from the people at whoſe houſe I 
had been, and of my determination never to ſet foot in 
it again, I conſented to let him ſend a poſt-chaiſe from 
Tadcaſter for me, We parted with, as I ſuppoſed, equal 
happy hopes; I to be reinſtated in my former foloudas : 
and he, as I imagined, pleaſed with the proſpect of my be- 
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If any nice, delicate-minded reader ſhould deſpife me 
for being ſo ready to yield my perſon merely to gratify my 
luxury, before they blame me, or any of my ſex, for theſe 
condeſcenſions, let them look upon mankind, examine 
how they came by their grandeur, and I ſhall not be 
thought to hazard too much in aſſerting, that the males 
will be found to be the worſt proſtitutes, | 

IJ went to the ſhepherd's cottage, and ſent for my 
cloaths ; ſoon after which the chaiſe-came to the door; 
when, without even the common ceremony of a farewell 
to my former acquaintance, (for I could not beat to ſpeak _ 
to any of the-family,) I ſet forward. As ſoon as the-boy 
whipped his horſes on, my heart bounded with joy. I was 
now freed from the ill looks, dependence, and the re- 
proaches of the ſordid wretches 1 had been with. I felt 
a ſudden fatisfation at my Alteration of place at leaſt. 

I knew my deliverer, as I called Him, had a great eſtate : 
I therefore indulged myſelf in ſeveral golden dreams ; and 
alſo in ſome thoughts which, I muft own, were not the 
moſt innocent; becauſe I reſolved not (nay, I ſcorned) to 
be ungrateful : and as this gentleman had ſet out upon 
ſo diſintereſted a plan, I determined to beas generous, and 
not even wear a look of reproach or reſentment, nor be 
ungratefully coy, Gratitude and deſire took up all my 
thoughts; and I felt ſuch agitation of mind, that I was 
afraid I ſhould hardly forbear throwing my arms about his 
neck, as he ſtood to receive me when I ſhould alight from 
the poſt-chaiſe. i | 
But extreme delicacy ſaved me; and, what is very ſur- 
priſing extreme delicacy on his ſide; for when I came to 
Tadcaſter, from whence he had ſent the chaiſe, I found a 
note left for me, the purport of which was, That, to 
treat a perſon of my breeding with that delicacy I deſerv- 


ed, the people where I had lived ſhould not ſay I went 


from their houſe with any gentleman; and he therefore” 
hoped I would forgive him, if he waited for me at Don- 
caſter ; where he ſhould beſpeak a ſupper, which he hoped 
I would honour with my company.” His letter conclud- 
ed with ſeveral-proteſtations of love, ſincerity, eſteem, de- 
licacy and diſintereſtedneſs. | 


Although it was upon a miſtaken principle yet, as 1 
had reconciled myſell to the granting this gentleman the 
Haſt favour, I fed my vanity in conſidering the raptures-he 
* would be in, the homage he weuld pay me, and what an 
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impreſſion my alteration of dreſs would have on him; 
for, after we parted, I had taken ſome pains with myſelf; 
yet, as I looked in the. glaſs, a ſigh eſcaped me, and for a 
moment I conſidered myſelf only as a decorated victim. 
But when I reflected that it was the ſacrifice of virtue to 
generoſity, inclination and expeQation at the ſame time 
taking part with my deſign, I even applauded my condutt. 
I muſt confeſs, to be dilappointed, (honeſtly I dare own 
it,) L was mor ſtrouſly chagrined. | 

After I had read the abovementioned letter, I bit my 
lips, and ſuppoſe I looked filly enough. I could not but 
oben his behaviour was polite, and all that; yet juſt then. 
I don't know—But why ſhould I now be aſhamed of 
what I then thought? Though I have made my fortune by 


/ 


affectation, I deſpiſe it. Jo be plain, therefore, with the 


reader, as I was determinggd to have made a noble prefent 
to-him of my perſon, T was horribly piqued to be diſap- 
pointed: it argued at leaſt, as I fancied, a great want o 
ſpirit in my admirer. | | | yy 
Travelling to the next ſtage gave me ſtill. further time 
to reflect on (as I thought) his very ſingular behaviour. I 
began to think very indifferently of his intellects. My 
ſpirits ſubſided into a ftate of infipidity, and I ſtepped 
out of the poſt-chaiſe at Doncaſter as cool as a ſtage-coach 
paſſenger ; and gave him my band with as little emotion 
as if we had been married twenty years. | 5 
We ſupped together; but it was not in my conſtitution 
at that time to be long diſpaſſionate. The company of the 
landlady, who ſat at table with us; the common chit-chat 
during ſupper; the applauſe I received for almoſt every 
word I ſpoke, hurried me once more into ſpirits, and 1 
vegan. again to be all glowing with generoſity, or, if you 
pleaſe, with deſire, Our hoſteſs being juſt then called 
out, my deliverer took that opportunity to ſalute me. His 
kiſs (for he dwelt upon my lips) flew through my veins 
like ſubtle poiſon. I was alarmed at my feelings. I beg- 
ged he would deſiſt : but in ſuch a tone! He was no judge; 
for, obedicnt as a flave, he bowed, reſumed his ſeat, beg- 
ged my pardon, and again mentioned difintereſtedneſs. 
bluſhed : but it was with vexation. I thought it a de- 
pravity in his taſte, that he could be fo very tame. I could 
not anſwer him; I looked down; and pride reproached 
me for my eagerneſs to ſurrender to a man whedid' not de- 
ſerve ſuch a prize. Self-reproach made mefor:fome time 
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felt my fever returning. I begged he would not offer to 
take hold of me: Since (1 told him) he had declared 
himſelf my difintereſted friend, I begged he would be 
what he pretended, and leave the reward to be determined 
by his deſerts, and that he might be ſure of my gratitude.” 
' How much are our ſex ſometimes beholden to the diffi- 
dance, irreſolution, or want of underſtanding, among man- 
kind! He immediately let go my hand, and vowed moſt 
ſolemnly henceforth to treat me as if I was his ſiſter! I 
could have ſpit in his face for ſuch an anſwer. 
% Believe me, Madam, (he added,) my actions ſhall al- 
% ways to you be addrefled with the moſt becoming de- 
& licacy.” | . 5 2 
It was with difficulty I could reſtrain myſelf from laugh- 
ing in his face. | 
& J have long adored my angel.” | 
I thought him a very lilly fellow. He then begged to 
know my opinion of him, I was filent : but could not 
help hating him. 
at my ſervice, and poured a purſe full of guineas into my 
lap. At that moment 1 
ſhocking. 3 
„ What mult I do with this?” I aſked him. 
Put it up, I beg you, Madam. 
„“ give you that trouble; let me put them into the purſe 
again.“ He did ſo; and then, after many entreaties, I 
put the money into my pocket. After this he begged 
once more to ſalute me. But IJ, looking graver than be- 
fore, deſired to know, if he imagined the preſent he had 
juſt made me had prevailed with me? or did he think I 
| was to be bought? | | | 
y © No Madam; the world's wealth cannot purchaſe 
1 bs Fa I once more beg pardon. I am anſwered.“ 
Very eaſily, I thought. The landlady's return pre- 
vented. our further parley. The converſation became 
more general: But, in ſpite of my gallant's diſintereſted- 
neſs, | could perceive that he was, by all the ſchemes he 
could praGtiſe, endeavouring to make me drink a glaſs of 
wine; nay, he once or twice endeavoured to trick me 
into drinking a bumper, and appealed to our hoſtels; 
Who, good, kind, condeſcending ſoul! anſweied' With an 


1 hate myſelf, that I could more earneſtly wiſh to be ruined, 
than my lover was aſſiduous to accompliſh it, 
'* He took hold of my hand, and raiſed it to his lips; I 


\ 
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Once more he told me his fortune was 


could not think him entirely 6 


Stay, I am ſorry to 
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WOMAN OF THE "TOWN, 
—* O, yes Sir,—to be ſure, Sir,—my lady, I dare ſay, 


ardon—yet our claret, as my Lady Ducheſs told me, 
is the beſt claret upon the road; and really, Mem, I 
hope no offence, but you have not drank a glals ſenſe 
„ ſupper.” . | | 2 

Neither will I, thought I : for now I could ſee through 
his wretched plot, and deſpiſed him heartily, He had not 
ſpirit, nor underſtanding, to win me with my ſenſes about 
me; but rather choſe to be indebted to ſenſeleſs intoxica- 
tion for enjoyment, than generous inclination. O, Man! 
Man! I at this time wondered at his ſtupidity ; but expe- 
rience bas ſince inſtructed me, that he was not a jot leſs 
dull than the major part of his brother lovers, 

I ordered the maid to ſhew me to bed. And now do 
not you, ye prudes, pretend to dread reading any further, 
leſt you ſhould meet with any wanton deſcriptions that 
might alarm your ſenlibilities, and you ſhould be fo ſtock- 
ed at ſuch obſcene writing, that you could not be able to 


think of any thing elſe. For, to ſatisfy, or, to ſpeak. 
more honeſtly, to diſſatisfy you, in this work there ſhall - 
not be any of thoſe common place pictures or deſcriptions - 


which only tend to make weak minds ſtill weaker; this 
work being intended as a diſſection of the mind ; to lay na- 
ture naked to view; but not in that manner which 1s at 
preſent practiſed by ſome memoir- writers, who imagine a 
luſcious page is a proof of a writer's genius. Want of 
decency, however, is want of ſenſe; and this has been my 
remark through the almoſt incredible ſcenes of riot which 
I have been engaged in, that every man and woman de- 
viated from decency in proportion to their deficiency of 
underſtanding. TF 34 . 

In the morning. reflecting on my oven ſituation, 


+ 


on the 


ſelf entirely to his will. At the ſame time reſolving to 
let him know my determination immediately, I rung the 
bell, informed the chambermaid I would breakfaſt in bed 

and told her. to let the. gentleman, who lupped with me 
laſt night, know,; that I ſhould: be 
break faſt with me. 


** 


3 


« won't refuſe your Honour—And indeed—But I beg 


a 


condition te which my parents were reduced, and on the 
extreme back wardneſs of my lover, I reſolved to come to 
an explanation at once with him; and determined, if he 
would be the means of reinſtating my father, to yield my- : 


glad of his company to 
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bo 


After the tea things were carried down, without much 


apology, I confeſſed my deſign to him, and he gave me his 


promiſe. Don't laugh at me, reader, or think that, young 
as I then was, and unhackneyed in the ways of life, I 
could be ſuch an ideot to rely on a man's promiſe. No; I 
had his promiſſory note for ;ool. before I would admit him 
to the leaſt liberty. | | 

We immediately came to London, and he hired me very 
genteel appartments near St. James's. The next day after 
my arrival in town, I paid a viſit to my diſconſolate father 
in the Fleet, and made him an offer of, all the money I had 
about me, which amounted to upwards of fifty guineas ; 
but neither would he nor my mother receive a ſhilling of 
it, until they knew how I came by it. My blood was 
chilled at the refuſal; I looked upon them with aſtoniſh- 
ment. I fell down on my knees, and confeſſed what I had 
committed; but, to palliate my offence, told them, it was 
done with an intention of having my father enlarged, and 
ſet up again in the world: and ſhewed them the note for 
500l. which I offered to them. Both, however, refuſed it; 
and at the ſame 'time refuſed any longer to acknowledge 
me for their daughter. I fell at their feet. They turned 


me out of their miſerable lodging room; and forbad me 


ever to ſee them again, unleſs I returned all my ill- acquir- 
ed wealth. - £ | 

O how did their words pierce me, when they ſaid, 
„% That they could bear want and impriſonment, but they 
«-would never partake of the wages of proſtitution !” 

I went home determined to break off my criminal con- 
neftion ; to renounce dreſs, equipage, and every other ſin- 
ful accumulation, by way of expiation for what J had 
commisted; to live with my parents as their ſervant ; and 
to endure all the hardſhips ſuch a ſtate of ſervitude, in ſuch 


a place, could bring on me. But when I arrived there, 
and looking round my apartments, ſaw every thing in 


ſuch elegance—Such furniture, and all my own too !— 
Good heavens! was it poſſible, young, inexperinced, 
and vain as I was, I could perſuade myſelf to quit them ? 
And then, as I ſtood by the glaſs, though my eyes were red 
with crying, yet I could not help thinking it a pity that 
fuch a figure as I was ſhould do the drudgery of a {cullion 
in a priſon}; and, inſtead of the dreſs I then wore, to 
change it. for a ragg*d gown, a dirty apron, and every 
other mark with which extreme poverty cloaths its la- 
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bourers. I was ſhocked at the thought; I could not bear 
it. No; I conſidered I could do my family more good, 
though unknown to them, by getting money, than by be- 
ing their ſervant, 

1 determined to lay by one half of all I was or ſhould 
be worth towards reinſtating them; and reſolved on a 
{ſcheme by which it might be done, and they not know 
that any pecunizry aſſiſtance came from my wages of 
proſtitution. Thus I began to fortify myſelf in my con- 
duct. I imagined I was behaving praiſe-worthily, and 
thought I could not be accounted criminal, ſince it Was to 
ſerve my father and mother. 1 . | 

In like manner are we all felf-fooled ; we gloſs over our 
guilt with Virtue's varniſh ; all find excules for their vices 
and follies. 

The man who, at a nation's expence, heaps up immenſe 
riches, and accumulates unwieldy eſtates, by ſetting the 
WM intereſt of his country to ſale; that very man reconciles 
r theſe tranſactions to himſelf, by ſaying, © I do thele things 
“ forthe good of my family.” | 
e He who betrays the ſecrets of his friend to his patron, 
d for which he gets ſome worthleſs ſinecure, makes ſuch be- 
1c Wl haviour eaſy to his own mind, by telling himſelf, that 
r- « ſuch things ſhquld not be hid.” _ a 

Yet even in this life, IJ know it, and ſo do we all, that 

d, there is a time when Nature, or the alarm of Nature, re- 

ey WW morſe, will be heard, and when the multitude of wax- 
lights cannot diſpel the inward gloom, : 

At that time I ſhas, ſhocked at the thought of becoming 

a ſcullion; of leaving all the gaieties of life to become a 


ad poor drudge. But had I then known what I afterwards 
nd experienced, I ſhould have been convinced that the poor 
ch drudge does not labour half ſo much as a proſtitute ; that 
re, ſhe (the proſtitute I mean) is beneath the baſeſt ſcullion; 
in 


ſubject to every man's depravities; ever in alarms: in her 
beſt ſtation but like a gilded coffin, all outſide glare, filled 
with corruption; and in a ſtate of poverty the moſt ab- 
ject and moſt deſpicable of all beings. | 


red I was maintained in the utmoſt ſplendor by my keeper, 
hat Ihis vanity making him /e me off (as he called it) in all 
ion Ihe extravagance of the mode. But my friend, like ſeve- 
„to ral others of his ſex, was diſſatisfied with what he enjoyed, 


ery Iunleſs he could tell the whole world how Happy he was: 
la- Ihe had therefore every week private parties g ſup with 


10 


io be ſold, deſpiſes the chapman. 
has no objection to, and thereſore loves the treaſon, 
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him at my apartments. There I was obliged to ſuffer him 
to treat me with all that fondling familiarity, that childiſh 
fooling, with which ſome new-married people expole 
themſelves before company: Every minute kiſling or 


-Jolling upon one another's necks, patting cheeks, playing 


with lips, or talking .hke babies. | 

I was at firſt aſhamed of behaving ſo; but he ſoon 
made me ſo frequently repeat it, that this precious foolery 
became 'at firſt indifferent to me, then fatiguing, and at 
laſt loathſome. | ' 4 | 

I dared not refuſe him, though ſuch fulſome behaviour 
made me fick, I was obliged to praftiſe it. What could 
I do? I could not bear the thoughts of living leſs elegant. 
Pride, curſed pride, the affectation to appear fine, is the 
ruin of both ſexes. To indulge ourſelves in unwarrant- 
able Juxuries, togratify that mean, falſe paſſion, we women 
ſubmit to flaveries incredible; and, like the worthleſs 
time-ſerving flatterer, we ſacrifice our minds to the brib— 
ery of proſtitution, | | 


I dreaded every appointment which this man made, 1 N 
I have felt 


knew what a night I had to go through. 
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my heart ſink when he has begun with, © Phebe, I ſhall f 


* have company to night at your houſe.” 


No truant | 


ſchool-boy could be more de jected after conviction. I re- 
fle cted that, ſpaniel like, I muſt play over all the common 


tricks before company, of fondling and fooling, 


Is it any wonder then that kept-miſtreſſes generally de- 
ſpile their keepers, and like every man better than he who 
maintains them? It is becauſe our keepers behave worte 


to us than any other men do. They have bought us; and 


every Engliſh woman, I am certain, though ſhe ſubmitsh 


though ſhe hates the traitor. - 


Money, indeed, irc 


When we are in company with the man of your choice, 


we can give a looſe to fancy, and unreſtrained indulce 


We ſtart fairf 


every Wiſh in the inſtant of inclination. 
for pleaſure, and leave hypocriſy far behind. No barter- 
ing there; but each generouſly and unaffectedly giving, a 
looſe to deſire, we appear ALL OURSELVES. But on him 
who pays us our penſions we are obliged to wait; to 
watch his languid appetite ; to take pains to heighten his 

ſſion by fullome fondneſs and feigned tranſports : not a 
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do it. He pays us: And when a man purchaſes our per- 
ſons, he imagines that our minds muſt be toſſed into the 
bargain; and that we are obliged, at a moment's warning, 


to call up all the vigour of affection for him, and even aid 


his appetite; which renders our ſtate more fatiguing, 
more diſtaſteful. | 

Though I bore theſe diſgraces with diſguſt, I had not 
commenced any new intrigue, I had, indeed, received 
{ſeveral letters from many who ſubſcribed themſelves my 
admirers, and who talked of their eſtates, their honours, 
and their ſettlements, Fear, however, kept me ſome time 
undetermined. Sometimes the folly of my keeper's beha- 
viour made me ſick of the whole ſex; and ſometimes the 


manner in which ſeveral of theſe letters were wrote, made 


me deſpiſe the writers. | 

Were I to publiſh a collection of the genuine fond. 

iſtles which I have by me, written too by perſons who. 
call themſelves fine gentlemen, my readers would wonder 
there could be any men of fortune and figure ſo illiterate ; 
yet I have epiſtles to prove that there are many men who 
value themſelves (arrogantly value themſelves) upon their 
birth and breeding, who can neither ſpell true, nor write 


proper Engliſh ; and whole ſtile is as uncouth as the ſhape 


of their letters. 

All the company which I kept of my own ſex were 
ladies of the ſame profeſſion, and in high keeping; and, 
as the phraſe is, were happy women. But how ſtrangely do 
we confound together two ſuch contradictory terms as 
happineſs and proſtitution ! Every one of theſe ladies had, 
as J found, a gentleman or two whom they uſed to meet 
2 and from whom they uſed to receive very hand- 

ome preſents. This I thought at firſt dangerous, and 
told them ſo. They ſtared at me when I informed them. 
that I never had wronged my friend, either out of incli- 


nation or intereſt, and eaſily perſuaded me to become one 


of, their party. - | | 
The next morning, when my keeper or friend: {which is 
the more faſhionable word) had left me, I was told a lady 


deſired to ſpeak to me. On her entering the room, I never: 
was ſo much prejudiced in. favour of any perſon, at firſt: 


fight, before. She ſeemed to be a woman of about fifty, 
tall, ſtraight and genteel; her complexion was clear, and 
her eyes gliſtened with ſenſibility. In her addreſs I thought 
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too J could perccive the woman of diſtinction; for her 
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deportment bore an eaſe and dignity that was truly 
amiable. | 
After ſome previous compliments and apologies, ſhe in- 
formed me, that having been very genteely brought up, 
but moſt unfortunately married, neceſſity had forced her 
to comply ſo far with the depravity of the times, as to 
keep a private aſſembly- room, where the politeſt'gentle- 
men in England, and they only, were admitted; and 
where a ſclect party of ladies met to play at cards, dance 
country-dances, or kill an hour in any other agreeable 
amuſements. b 
I was not a little aſtoniſhed when I found that this lady 
- was neither more nor leſs than a downright procureſs ; yet 
there was ſomething in her manner 75 entertaining, that I 
begged ſhe would let me know how I could be any ways 
{Erviceable to her, as I had already conceived a friendſhip 
for her. | 
The ideas which I had entertained of thoſe charitable ma- 
trons who take pains to bring both-ſexes together, and 
whoſe common and vulgar title is bawd, in nothing re- 
ſembled-this lady, either in perſon or behaviour. She was 
equally genteel in her perſon, addreſs and converſation. 
She informed me, that the ladies who viſited her, were le- 
lected for the delicacy of their figures as well as of their 
manners; and, after compl:menting me that I ſhoula grace 
her aſſembly, begged I would dine that day with her, and 
be myſelf a judge from appearances of what I might ex- 
pect :—* For believe me, Madam, (ſaid ſhe,) I have ſeen 
* {o much of the world, as to ſmile when I hear perſons 
talk about virtue, conſcience, ſelf-denial, and ſuch {tuff, 
5 I grant you, indeed, there are ſuch things in the world, 
* and that ſome people poſſeſs them; but they are a'very 
+ trifling minority. The million love indulgencies ; and 
if a man of fortune will pay for pleaſure, it is proper 
„ that he ſhould be gratified. None but men of the firſt 
„ faſhion will viſit me, Madam, at my aſſembly; and you 
„ will likewiſe find no impolitions at my houle ; no 
e forcing liquor down. Nor are you obliged to pay ſo 
% much per cent. which is called poundage, to any body, 
% out of what you are preſented with. You are now, 
„% Madam, in your bloom; uſe it as people do their in- 
© tereſt at elections, make the beſt market you can for 
6. yourſelf : for, believe me, in ſpite of the cant about 
& integrity, and honour, and generokity, and ſuch terms, 
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& al! the good qualities upon earth, when you grow old, 
if you have not money to- back them, will hardly make 
6 jntereſt enough for you to get into a workhouſe.“ 

I dined with her that day in St. James's Place. At din- 
ner there' was an elegant fide-board of plate. She had 
alſo a ſervant waiting in hvery ; and, after the cloth was 
taken away, as there was no other company, ſhe thus 
opened herlelf to me. | ; 

& You lee, my dear, the manner in which my houſe is 
& furniſhed, and the neighbourhood in which I ive, No 
© clamours, no ill treatment, can be experienced here. 
6 Youſeem to have a mind ſuſceptible of the moſt powerful 
% ſenſations; 1 beg therefore you will allow me to give 
* you one word of advice. Above all things, avoid being 
© fond of any man, For a lady of pleaſure to be in love, 
& 1s the worſt diſtemper ſhe can be ſeized with. Never, 
„ therefore, if you can help it, keep clever fellows com- 
% pany. You will find very few of them among menied 
% men; therefore ſuffer the rich only to viſit you: you 
„ will be heart-whole with them, I allure you, But ne- 
„ ver have any thing (if you can help it) to ſay to a man 
* of wit or humour. | 5 7 

6 However, Madam, I'll tell you of ſome gentlemen 
„% who uſe my houſe, and to whom, if you pleaſe, and 
* when you pleaſe, I will introduce you, They are not 
„ men of wit and humour, but they are humourifts, who 


love to be indulged in ſome ſingularities, which ladies, 


© who have ſenſe enough to ſuffer, find their account in 
„it, by the handſome preſents that are made to them. 
“ You may fit with any of them a whole night, and not 
* find them guilty of ſaying a good thing, nor of doing 
* one, except parting with their money, which they do as 


e freely as I give my ſervants ſmall-heer. This is their 


* night of meeting: they have a club here once a week. 


+ You ſhall go with me into my little ſweetmeat cloſet, 


© from whence we can have a full view of them as the 
come in; and [I'll give you their ſeparate hiſtories.” 
Mrs. — then conducted me to the cloſet abovemen- 


tioned, where ſhe gave me a deſcription. of her gueſts as 


they paſſed by, and which ſhe did fo much to their diſ- 


credit, that I began to deſpiſe mankind meſt heartily, 


Old C— was the firſt we ſaw, with both feet wrapped 
about with flannel; and who, by the help of tworcrutched 
ſtieks, hobbled from his chair in purſuit of proftitutebeauty, 
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As ſoon as Mrs. — ſaw him, ſhe turned to me, and 
faid, © My dear, this gentleman I will introduce you to; 
%“ you'll find it vaſtly worth your while ;” and immedi- 
ately ringing the bell, ordered a ſervant to wait upon his 
Honour with her compliments, and “ to let his Honour 
% know, that ſhe would attend upon his Honour preſent- 
« ly, with ſomething, ſhe hoped, very much to his Ho- 
% nour's ſatis faction.“ | 

She would not, however, uſher me to this gouty gallant 
until ſhe had told me his hiſtory, which was as fol- 
lows. : 7 

“His father had been bred up, from an errand-boy,. 
© tapſter at one of the largeſt inns in York, and there he 
„ married one of the chamber-maids, They ſet up a pot- 
% houſe; and in alittle time after ſhe was delivered of the 
very perſon we faw juſt now, who was fo richly dreſſed, 
and ſo infirm, and who being taken by a Yorkſhire *{quire 
to be a ſtable-helper, and runner of errands, came up to 


„London with his maſter as a poſtillion. Having had a 


„ common country-{chool education, he was, by means of 
“ his maſter's ſiſter, for whom he had managed ſeveral in- 
„ tr#gues, recommended by her, on her marriage with 


“Lord —, to be an under-clerk in one of the public 


& offices. There, by his bearing every thing from his ſu- 
periors, telling every thing to them, and never refuſing 
„ any thing they aſked him to do, and convincing them that 


he had no regard to any one moral, ſocial, or grateful fie, 


% contradictory to what they ſhould approve, he was ſoon. 
& raiſed to a Ration which brought him zool. per annum. 
He boarded all this time along with a widow, whoſe 
„ only daughter, by his hypocritical behaviour, and from 
her not having been ever uſed to converſe with the. 
world, he had brought to look upon him with affec- 
« tion. Her figure was amazingly beautiful; ſhe was. 
© about ſeventcen years of age; and the amiableneſs of 


„ her temper was even ſuperior to the lovelineſs of her 


& perſon. 

He intended marrying the daughter, although his ſpirit 
& was too daſtardly to think of any ſatisfaction which 
“ might ariſe from the poſſeſſion of ſuch a treaſure. He 
& only conſidered, from the number of examples which 
« he by this time had had opportunities of being an eye 


„or ear witneſs to, that a handſome wife is the ſureſt re- 


* commendation for a huſband to make his fortune by. 
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« One evening, however, after the mother's as well as 


the daughter's conſent had been obtained, the wedding 


was fixed for the following week; when, as he was 
walking with her in Vauxhall-Gardens, my L— B— 


met them; who ſeeing ſo lovely a creature, was imme- 


diately ſtruck with her, and knowing her huſband that 


was to be, joined company with them. 

© This nobleman, who never knew what it was to 
check any of his wiſhes that expence or ſtratagem 
could gratiry, and who was conſcious of the paſſive 


obedience and venality of his man, immediately looked 


upon this young creature as his own; and in a very 


ſhort time indeed ſhe became ſo. She was married, it 


is true, to the- very man who entered juſt now, but 
who put his Lordſhip to bed to her in his own ſtead, 
and for which he obtained a lucrative poſt in Jamaica, 
whither he went the week following. In a few years 
he accumulated a large ſum of money, and hearing from 
England that his firit wife was dead, he married a rich 


Creole's daughter, the greateſt beauty in that country. 


With her and her fortune he arrived ſafe in England, 


juſt before the war, and appeared with his lady in all 


public places. So ſhowy a figure could not fail of pre- 


ſently attracting admirers; and as he then began to 


affect hoſpitality, his table ſeldom wanted gueſts: for 


ſuch is the preſent noble-ſpirited diſpoſition of the 


times, that every man is ſure of a prodigious number of 
friends, provided he has but any thing which they 
may think worth their ſtealing from him. For ex- 


* ample, if a gentleman has a handſome wife, has he 


not immediately an infinite number of friends ſtart 


up, like ſo many dæmons, by the power of incanta- 
* tion, ready to do him any ſervice? This was the caſe 
with the perſon whoſe ſtory J am relating : but he had 
meanneſs enough to ſuffer his wife to commit any 
actions ſhe pleaſed, provided they tended to one point 


the point of ſelf-intereſt. 


Whether it was, or was not, concerted between them, 
I cannot be poſitive ; but he ſurpriſed a very great*man, - 
one afternoon, in a very familiar converſation with his 


wife, Inſtead of alarming the neighbourhood, or bring- 
ing. his cauſe into Weſtminſter-Hall, he compromiſed 


the affair, forgave his ſpouſe upon her ſubmiſſion, and 


accepted of. a Commillary's polt as a ſatisfaction for the 


— 


 Hour's ſatis faction. 


me. 1 was obliged to be continually at home, as his com- 


leſs glaring, and more happy. 
even in a checked apron. Comparing my cooped-up con- 
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injury he received from the great man; ſet out for the 
66 


continent in a few days, as the war was upon the point 
« of breaking out; has ſince returned; and now lives 
% happy with his lady, and enjoys a fortune (all of his 
„ own getting) of above 20,000]. per annum. 

It is true, he loves to recreate himſelf now and then 
here ; and his wife don't grumble, becauſe he allows her 
the ſame liberty. He is likewiſe a moſt generous crea- 
ture to any lady he likes; and therefore I will introduce 
% you to him“ N | hg 


Upon this Mrs. J— taking me by the hand, led me 
down to his Honour. | =O 7 

The perſon to whom Mrs. ] introduced me, ex- 
preſſed himſelf to be uncommonly pleaſed with my com- 


40 
«6 
« 


pany; thought no expence too much for me; made me 


refuſe all other male viſitors; and became ſo jntolerably 
fond of me, that 1 was almoſt diſtracted. | 
I hated him, however, becauſe he was fulſome, I de- 
ſpiſed him for the indelicacy of his manners, or, as he 
called it, of his taſte; and his jealouſy was almoſt inſup- 
Portable. f Re = 
1 lived in luxury, it is true, but did hot enjoy one 
My affections were unfixed. I had 
ſtrong deſires, which were not ſatisfied, as I had no object 
I could indulge them with: and as to my keeper But, 
indeed, all keepers are to us the ſame ; we never can reliſh 
the man who gives us money. 5 | : 
Never was a man more liberal to his miſtreſs than my 
elderly lover was to me; yet never did woman do leſs to 
deſerve his bounty than I did. But, my indifference, per- 
haps, kept his affection alive; for men are odd creatures 
even in their appetites. His jealouſy, however, diſtracted 


— 


\ 


ing was uncertain; and was therefore no more than-a fine- 
dreſſed priſoner. Unleſs I went out with him, or to meet 
him, I had not the liberty to ſtir, except to the milliner's ; 
and then an old ſervant he had, uſed to attend me there - 
and back again, I ſighed for freedom; I wanted to be 


I envied every woman, 


dition with her's, 1 conſidered myſelf to be no more than 


a ſlave; like a miſer's gold, locked up from every body but 


* 
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one man to feaſt himſelf with. 
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It is true, my wiſhes were prevented by the profuſeneſs 
of his preſents; yet thoſe preſents could never tempt me 
to make him any afféctionate, any grateful return; becauſe 
I uſed to recollect how dearly I earned every ſum of mo- 
ney I received, every trinket he gave me. | 4 

At laſt, however, the time was at hand, when I was to 
repent of my behaviour. For it happened, that, going to 
the milliner's, to order ſomething faſhionable, as I ſtepped 
out of my chariot, my foot ſhipped, and, in ſpite of my 
footman's immediate aſſiſtance, I muſt have fallen, had 
not a gentleman, at that inſtant paſſing by, caught me in 
his arms, and carried me into the ſhop. After 1 had ſat 
down, he addreſſed me very agreeably on my eſcape, made 
ſome whimſical remarks upon the accident, and congratu- 
lated himſelf on the lucky part he bore in my deliverance 
with ſo much humour and ſpirit, that his converſation 
charmed me. I dwelt more and more on every ſyllable 
he ſaid. Unperceived by him, I now and then looked at 
his figure. It was amiable ; his look ſenfible, and his ad- 
dreſs delicately tender. I loved him, really loved. He 
was, in ſhort, the firſt man who ever poſſeſſed my 1nclina- 
tions. Many, indeed, had been made to believe I loved 
them; and they believed it, becaule they uſed to aſk me 
to tell them ſo. Do you love me, my dear girl?” What 
a queſtion is that! Like ſome gueſts, when they enter a 
tavern, aſking the maſter if he has any good wine in the 
houſe? What anſwer can ſuch perſons expect, either from 
lady or vintner, but, To be ſure, Sir; you need not 
+ doubt it; upon my honour, Sir.“ 

I ſtaid at the milliner's as long as I conveniently could; 
and, in the courſe of converſation, I found my favourite 
© was but that day arrived in London; that he only came 
to town from motives of chriofity ; and that he put up in 
Holborn, at the York ſtage inn. | 

All that night, with my keeper by my fide, I lay awake 
thinking on this young fellow. It was impoſlible for me 
to ſleep; for, as Macbeth ſays, © He had murdered ſleep.“ 
I appeal to any woman, who has been in my ſituation, 
who has loved one man, and has had another whom ſhe 
detefted, lolloping along-ſide of her, what a comfortable 
time ſhe muſt have before breakfaſt. e 

A PENNY-POST letter told the ſtranger to expect me at 
his inn in the afternoon ; and in leſs than ten days from 
that viſit we landed together at Calais: 1 having previ- 
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_oully converted all my plate, furniture, &c. into caſh, which 


in three years was all expended, But then it was glori- 
ouſly laid out; ſo much«eplealure for fo much money ! I 
pleaſed myſelf, and that 1s all which the greateſt can pre- 
tend to. I had long been a ſlave to others' pleaſure; I 


now reſolved to be free for my own. It is true, I paid 


dear for the reſolution : I ruined myſelf by it. What 


then? Throughout my whole life, I never once thought 


it worth my while to refle& on the conſequences of what 


I intended to do; it was ſufficient for me that I liked the 


ſcheme, and that determined me to purſue it, | 
They who only know the human heart by hearſay, pre- 


tend to argue, that no woman of the town can be fond of 


any particular perſon, ſo unſatisfied are we in our deſixes. 


This, however, is a rapk falſehood. We are, indeed, tole- 
rable judges of mankind ;: and it is that knowledge which 
makes us ſo indifferent to the fondneſs and dalliance of 
the generality of men. We: treat monied men complai— 
ſantly, in the ſame manner that other tradeſpeople do 


their ready-money cuſtomers. Every man is alike to us 


who pays us: figure, underſtanding, accompliſhments, are 
all abſorbed in that one article: but in the man who hits 
our fancy, we neither conſider figure, accompliſhments, 
nor underſtanding. If. he does but win. our 1nchnations, 
let him be ugly, poor, and a fool, it is all the ſame. Let 
him even behave as he pleaſes, when ance. we are fixed, 
it pleaſes us; ſo wretched is the depravity of the taſte 
which attends upon proſtitution, ; . 

On returning wm my lover from our tour, the laſt 
guinea we had in the world was changed on the day 
we landed in England; and yet both of us were as full of 
ſpirits, as if we had been going to take poſſe ſſion of 
10,0c0l. a year. While fatisfattion. ſtays at home, it 
always ſaves the heart from aching. Thus it was with us: 
we poſſeſſed a great deal; we were rich in each other's 


arms; as to any thing elle, it was not worth ſighing for. 


As we were at dinner, however, the next day, my lover 
fell down ſpeechleſs, and expired inſtantaneouſly, Then 
I became inconſolable. After his death, misfortunes hun- 
dred- fold ſtared me in the face. I fell violently ill the 


next day ; kept my room above a month; and, on my re- 


covery, found that the woman who had been hired for m 


nurſe, had robbed me of every thing I poſſeſſec. 
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Vich much difficulty I arrived in London without 
any other dependence but my perion for my maintenance ; 
and ſuch were my circumſtances, I could not ſet that off 
in any ſaleable light. And in a moſt forlorn condition I 
took a back garret in one of the ſtreets near the Seven 
Dials. | 

Vice is not only callous to remorſe, but alſo to ſhame; 
for, notwithſtanding the miſery to which I was reduced, 
1 never really repented; that is, with true contrition. 
My ſighs were like thoſe of a ſtript gameſter; I was mad 


at my misfortunes, but never intended to leave off my 


former practices, I grieved for my change of circum- 
ſtances ; but it was a grief which proceeded from pride; 
not an affliction from the horrors of a pul-ſpen. life, but a 
chagrin occaſioned by my knowing that I was deprived 


of the means of making the ſame figure, in town as 


formerly, | | | 

I now commenced common ſtreet-walker; but, as if it 
was ordained that miſery ſhould ſtill be made more 
wretched, the firſt evening I took my ſtand in Fleet-ſtreet, 
to look out for a fare, I was drove from ſtreet to ſtreet, by 
women of my own profeſhion, who ſwore I ſhould not 
come in their beats until I had paid my footing, Not 
having a ſingle farthing, I knew not what to do. One of 
them ſnatched the only handkerchief I had in the world off 


myneck; while another pulled off my cap, and kept it. 
IJ had been the whole day making theſe two pieces of 
| hinery up, out of the fragments of the laſt gauze apron L 


bad left; and after waſhing them and ſmoothing them 
myſolf, in hopes by ſuch baits to tempt ſomebody to 


enable me to 13 2 meal's meat for the next day, 


having not broke my faſt that day, I turned out. What 
then muſt be my deſpair, to find myſelf even deprived of 
the hope of being in a condition to earn fix-pence to 
preſerve myſelf from famiſhing! OO 

At that inſtant a woman's voice- called out from ſome 
diſtance, © Beſs, Beſs, the conſtables are coming!“ M 
perſecutors {led from me immediately, and left me bare- 
headed, and bare-necked. My hair was very long, of a 
very good colour; and the complexion both of my face 
and neck clear, and without any artifice to ſet it off. 1 
could not, even if 1 had choſe it, have paid even for a 
pennyworth of Spamiſh red. In that figure I ood diſ- 
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God's ſake, to have pity upon me. 
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when ſhe ſet out to do penance. . Before I had time to 


conſider what I ſhould do, I was ſeized by two men, who 


laid hold of me by the arms and ſhoulders, ſaying, © So, 


& Madam ; what, you have a mind to be taken, it ſeems ? 
© What, you ſtaid here to ſee what we are about, did 
& you, hah ? What, you would not ſculk off when the reſt 
& did, though you knew we were coming, hah ? I ſuppoſe 
% you had a mind to turn ſpy : but we will take care“ 
I] replicd, © Indeed, gentlemen'—They would not, how- 
ever, ſuffer me to go on; and one of them interrupting me 
very ſurlily, made anſwer, © Do you prate, you brazen- 
% faced b—h? Don't you know who we are? You ſhall 
& be {ent to Bridewell for whoring, hully !” & 

I now fell down on my Knees, and begged them, for 
[ conteſled to them, 
that I came from home, indeed, with an intent to be a 
whore, to offer myſelf to any body who would give me 
any thing : but. that I had not eat all that day; that 
that was my firſt night of geing out; that I was quite a 
ſtranger; and that ſome other women had pulled my 
hendkerchief and cap off, and ran away with them for my 
footing, as they called it. | | 

One of the men immediately ſaid to the other, © 1 fancy 
& this is a green-horn ; let us take her to the lamp, and 
& look what ſort of a face ſhe has got.” On this they 
hauled me to a light; and one of them ſtood ſtaring in 
my face, while J, with diſhevelled hair, naked neck, and 
the tears dropping down my cheexs, ſtood in dreadful 
expectation of my ſentence. 

One of my lifters in ſin, as I ſuppoſe, came by, and told 
the other officer ſhe wanted torſyeak with him. As ſoon 
as he went with the woman, the other, who had been look- 
ing at me all that time, told me 1 ſhould not go to Bride- 
well; but he would fee me ſafe to my loagings, and give 
me ſomething to cat and drink. 
my own elegant fur-iihea apartments with a tythe of that 
tranſzort with.which I now went back to my miſerable 
garret. It was to me an elyfium to be ſaved from Bride- 
Well, and to be told that I ſhould have ſomething: to eat 
and drink. 8 | 

I pity cheſe of large poſſeſſions, who never have been 
happy enon zh to be in diſtreſs: they can't enjoy—it is 
im pollibl®—L dare inſiſt on u- they can't enjoy half that 


ſatisfattion, nor half that true reliſh for any of life's 
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conveniences, which thoſe have, who, after feeling mi- 
{ery, have been reinſtated in affluence. ; 

I ſupped with my new acquaintance, and grew in 
fpirits. Next day he took me a better lodging: and, after 
the neighbourhood were all at reſt, he uſed to viſit me. Bat 
the account my new paramour gave me of the actions in 
which he had been concerned, ſo ſhocked and diſguſted 
me, that I could not bear to cohabit any longer with him; 
I was determined to itarve firſt. | 

| had now ſome cloaths; not ne, indeed, but whole, 
plain and clean, and in which next morning I went to a 
regifter-office to enquire for a place, When I applied to 
the regiſter- office for a ſervice, I was recommended to no 
leſs a perſon for a miſtreſs than Mrs. | -, who had, as 
I afterwards found, molt of the clerks or maſters of theſe 
ofices in fee to recommend her proper ſervants. 

1 had heard much of her houſe, but was a ſtranger there; 
and as ſhe had never leen me but in my brilliant days, and 
then only at a diſtance, {he could not ſuſpect [at leaſt, ſhe 
did not ſuſpett) that the perſon who appeared before, her 
in the neat ſervaut-like dreſs I then wore, had ever beerr 
rolled along in her own chariot, in all the pomp and pride 
which the luxury of faſhion could invent, and profuſion 
beſtow. | | | | ; 

1 gueſſed for what intent I was hired, although I 'was 
retained as a chamber-maid; but as I found my miſtreſs 


had all the becoming hypocriſy neceſſary for a procurefs, 
I reſolved to play her own game, and ſhew I could dif- 


ſemble as well in my place. She never ſuſpected my 
having been upon the town, and took more than ordinary 


| pains to perſuade me to give my company to ſome of her 
beſt cuſtomers, promiſing me great things, and praifing . 
the life of a Kept Miſtreis, and how much it was prefer- 


able to that of a ſervant. But. I knew too well that- a 
Woman of the Town was the worlt, the loweſt, and the 
baſeſt of flaves, condemned to do the moſt ignominious 
drudgery. However, I ſuffered myſelf at laſt to be over- 


come, and conlented to admit a gentleman to ſup with me. 


And now, reader, behold me in that moſt miferahle 


ſituation of a Bawdy-honuje Proſtitute and if any part. of a 
itrumpet's life is more wretched, more pitiable than an-. 
ther, fure it is this. But, that the reader may be the bet“ 


ſollowing information. - 
| 2 2 
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When an old hack neyed ſtrumpet has been enabled to 


elcape the common fatalities incident to her profeſſion; 


ſuch as periſhing infected in hoſpitals, dying in a priſon, 
tamifhing upon a bulk in the out ſkirts of the town, or 
tuiviving tranſportation; too haggard themſelves to gain 
any buſineſs by their own perſons, they immediately com— 
mence agents for others, From the experience of a ſeries 
Of years being acquainted with all the vices incident to 
both ſexes, and having minds prepared to perpetrate any 
enormity, they apply to ſome perſon who is called a Wire 
and Brandy Merchant, (one, perhaps, of equal principle 
with themfelves,) who. immediately puts them into a 


ready furniſhed houſe in the environs of Covent Garden, 


and lays them in a ſtock of liquor. Being thus freighted, 
they are themſelves to look out fur the reſt of their cargo; 
and enquire for three or four ladies to board and lodge 
with them. | | 

Now there are three ways of gaining lodgers. The firſt 
is, that when ſome worthleſs fellow has, upon ſpecious 
pretences, decoyed an inexperienced beauty from her 
friends, he hurries her to town, takes her to one of theſe 
brothels, revels with her there until ke is ſated, and then 
acquainting the miſtreſs of the houſe with his intention, 
quits the helpieſs ruined victim for ever. This news is 
brought her by the Procureſs. The deluded girl moſt com- 
monly falls into fits, and for three or four days is in a 
When ſhe recovers her ſenſes, ſhe is 


tempts her with promiſes; terrifies her with threats: and 
I have known ſeveral reputable tradeſmen's daughters 
periſh for want in a priſon ; thrown in by ſham attions by 
the Bawds at whole houles they have been left, becauſe 
they would not conſent to be public pro: itutes. 

One day or other, perhaps, the hand of Authority may 
think it worth while to ſtop the rapid progreſs of ſuch 
bare iromed vice. I, although too long an actreſs in ſuch 
iIgnom:nious ſcenes, deteſt the vile, the ſcandalous prac- 


tices even to this hour, that are carried on in thele - 


Bawdy-houles, ang which, to the diſgrace of the Police, 


are incresling annually within the precincts of Covent 


Garden. | | 
Ib boardeis in theſe houſes are obliged to fit up every 
merning (unleſs particularly employed) until four or five 


o'clock, for the good of the houlc, to drink with any ſtrag- 
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gling bucks that may reel in at any of the early morning 
hours. With them they are obliged to fit down, drink, 
and bear whatever behaviour theſe drunken vifitants are 
pleaſed to uſe: and at laſt, if they are in luck, put to bed 
to ſome fellow who has {wallowed too many bumpers to 
{uffer him to be ſenſible of the wretchedneſs he mult in- 
eviiably endure from a moſt impure connection. 

In this fituatiorr I ſtaid for ſome time; but as I had been 
already too much among mankind to entertain the moſt 
generous opinion of them, I only ſuffered myſelf to be 
won where I thought there was the greateſt appearance of 
profit, and the leaſt of danger. | had ſeveral friends, to 
each of whom J pretended eſteem; for fondnejs I found, 
with them, was too ſtale a bait to catch them. They were 
perſons who, as they told me, had ſeen the world, knew 
both man and womankind, loved to pleaſe themſelves 3: 
but were not to be taken in, they ſaid, by a girl's flattery.. 
Theſe were a {et of perſons of good fortune, who had, 
according to the phrale, run through the town, and valued 
themſelves upon their experience, their wit, their diſcern- 
ment, and fortitude of mind. They liked me, becauſe, 
they told me, I had leſs cunning about me than any other 
of my profeſſion, and was above being mercenary ; but T 
uled to laugh at them egregioully when they left me. I 
found theſe men of wit and wiſdom, as they called them- 
ſelves, to be my choiceſt dupes; I always allowed them to- 
be every thing they thought of themlelves, and. then I 
made juſt what I pleaſed of them. | 

1 perſuaded them that, ſo far from being mercenary, FE 
was entirely dihntereſted; and that was, by my often re- 
fuling a common preſent from thoſe men whole vanity I 
knew would make them ſhew the letters in which I ſent 
their gifts back, Then I was always eager to lend thoſe 
men ten or twenty guineas, whoſe circumſtances I knew 
were ſecurity good enough for a thouſand times that ſum, 
and whole weakneſs of underſtanding made them look: 
upon ſuch a profleras the utmoſt effort of generoſity ; and 
tuch men were always unealy until they had balanced 
with me, by behaving with gratitude equal to what they 
ealled my liberality. | | 223 

In two years which T lived at Mrs, ] 's by giving. 
my company only to that ſet, or at leaſt by periuading 
them that I was never happy out of*their company, I had: 
zecci ved from them above 5ool, For though there was 
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not one of them who would not have challenged his beſt 
friend, if that friend ſhould have ſurmiſed that a perſon 


who knew the town could ſuffer a woman to get a ſhilling . 


from him; yet for ſuch a girl as me, they told me, who 
deſpiſed money myſelf, and who loved men of wit and 
humour, as they were, they thought they could not do too 
much: But then, they ſaid, it was a free gift of their own, 
and not won from them by any ſcheme, chicanery, or art 
of mine. Poor men! either wits or wiſe-ones, you are 
but purblind and ſhallow-pated; and any woman who 
will ſuffer herſelf to think, may make juſt what ſhe pleaſes 
of the beſt of you. 


Were I to recapitulate every acquaintance's behaviour, 
the relation would be odious; nay, deteſtable; but thus 
far I may be zllowed to defend our ſex, that we never 
ſhould behave ſo paſſionleſs, ſo inconſtant, to thoſe who 

ay us, did not their manner make us Joath them. Only 
bc us conſider: Half a dozen men come into one of the Co- 
vent- garden taverns, or baw dy houſes; and after they think 
proper to fit down and be filent, a party of ladies are in- 
£5 eee dreſſed as well as their circumſtances can afford, 
like Indian idols, glittering with bugles about their necks 
and in their ears. The converſation that enſues between 
theſe male and female groups is noiſy, obſcene, fooliſh, 
or impertinent. It generally terminates in a quarrel 
among the men; or elſe ſome of the women; who, per- 
aps, have not broke their faſt that day; and yet will 
drink bumpers, to ſhew the ſtrength of their heads and 
ſoundnels of their conſtitutions ; and are ſoon intoxicated, 


They are then ſet together by the ears. This makes fine 


fun for the bucks, who robly and man-like ſtend by, and 
ſee three or four poor proſtitutes pull one another's cloaths 
to pieces, and wiih diabolical uProar exuly on wretched- 
neis being made more miſerable. 

When I left Mis. J-—'s 1 ſet up for myſelf in a ſnug 
Way. I hired a very convenient houſe in tle City, with a 
back door that cpened into a church- yard; ard there L 
received company, but extremely private. Many and 
many a gcod grave cuſtomer have 1 had ſtep in aſter he 
Has been at Evening-Lecture. But it is an old ſaying, that 
if -you can but once make the world believe you are good, 
vou have no occaſion to be ſo. I his I uſed to ſee verified 

Li my cuſtomers, who I took care ſhould be very reſpon- 
&ble people, naſters of families, and who were locked 
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upon to be ſome of the moſt religious and moſt virtuous 
men in the City. RT 

As to their virtue, if the meaning of that term was to 
be confined to chaſtity, they were ſtrictly virtuous,through 
the impotency of age or bodily infirmities; but as libidi- 
nous in their minds as drunken Satyrs. Faugh! I can 
hardly forbear ſpitting at their memories, when ] reflect on 
the old goatiſh dotards—their vanities—their luſts—their 


meannels, and, what ſeems a paradox, t! eir prodigalities; 


for though they would ſpare no expence upon the woman 
who would gratify them in their loathſome defires, yet 
would they be pleaſed if they could pay half-a-guinea 
ſhort in the reckoning. 

In both theſe deſpicable taſtes did I indulge them. I 
ſaffered my perſon to be at their ſervice now and then, and 
would often caſt up a reckoning nine or ten ſhillings 
ſhort. At this they would chuckle; and I have ſeen 
their ſpectacles totter upon their pinch'd-in-noſes, as they 
have giggled inwardly .at my miſtake, as they thought 
it, which they never would tell. me of, but paid the bill 
immediately. | | 

One old gallant. L;had, who was looked upon to be a 
moſt covetous wretck and was fo to all the world but me. 
He was the worſt of huſbands, as well as the worſt of 
maſters; ſor he had made ſeveral of his manufacturers 
make away with themſelves, by diſtreſſing and oppreſſing 
them. His way was, to order a quantity of goods, and 
when the poor people had nearly finiſhed them, pretend 


his orders from abroad were countermanded ; that he did 


not want them; and if they would not take half price 
for them, they might lay upon their hands. By theſe means 
he had acquired a miniſterial fortune, while his manu— 
facturers periſhed, who could not ſue him for not paying 


them as he ſet them at work. For this I know, from my 


own oblervation, that although the Engliſh laws are molt 
excellent, they never yet ſheltered the induſtrious poor 
from purſe-proud oppreſſion. Yet this man to me was 


profuſe. But what is it that vice cannot draw money 


from? I was looked upon to have a very handſome leg 
and foot; and he would make me ſtand upon the ſtairs 
for half an hour at a time, while he ſtood below me look- 
ing at them. How did 1 uſe to curſe him id my heart for 
confining me ſo long in ſo inſipid a manner! He however 


paid very dear for the fatigue he gave me, I abhorred 
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him, but he was rich: and 1, like a true proſtitute, con- 
fidered money as the firſt rinciple of all things. 

I had anotber gallant who was in the Commnilion of the 
Peace. and a very levcre mat: againſt ſtrumpets and ſtreet- 
walkers. M hen he viſited me | which was generally upon 
a Sunday ever ing. a! his retiin from the evening lecture, 
which he uſed to go to at the church' cloſe to which my 
houſe hood, for the convenicncy of ſtealing in at my 
back dvoor——to ſo good a purpole did he dedicate his reli— 
g10;) he would repeat the {pecches that he þ ad made at 
ſe ſſions, or veltry, or hall; and | was obliged to hear all 
his harangues againſt the licentiouineſs of the age, and the 
Hebaucheric s, ihe vices, and rebellious principles of rhe 
F nation; that it was a ſhame the Englith thould have any 
liberty, fince they only made uſe of it to fly in their ſupe- 
h - riors faces; ” that no body but rich folks could be great 
. folks; and no body but uch great folks, could be judges 
5 of any thing. Ihen he taiked to me about economy, and 

how. proper it was at this juncture to let about a reſorma- 
ticn of man ners; and that pallive obedience was what 
ought to be incul.ated among all ranks of people. 
God.relp me! 1 was, indeed, forced with him to ſhew 
peu ve obedience, which T1 deteſied:; but he made me li— 


a week, I thought, to endure him for an hour. 

I had a third gallant who gave me five guineas, beſides 
bringing me {ome pretty preſents at every turn, who uſed 
to viſit me twice a-week, only to comb out my head of 
-hair. It was very long, and of a very bright auburn 
colour; and thus would he fit employing nimlelf for an 
tour, and then take his leave. This man was one of the 
richeſt men in Change alley; and of fo unfeeling a tem- 
per, that he ſuffered his only {on to periſh in a priſon, 
becauie the young man had marriedan unportioned young 
lady of extraordinary merit without the old fellow's 
conſent. I could, if 1 dared, mention ſome names, who 
now hold their heads very high, and are greatly ſtared at, 
who owe all their advancement to their meannels ; and 
if they had not been the moſt vile, would never have been 
what they now are, 

Bufbnelſs began to increaſe fo faſt, that 1 was obliged to 
look out for a lady to aſſiſt me. I viſited a particular and 


eral prelents, and therefore it was worth my while once 


tried friend, and told her my ſcheme of bringing her inte 
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pea partner with me: ſhe was overjoyed at the propoſal, 
and next day came to live with me, 

During my reſidence in this houſe, I admitted no young 
fcllows to vifit me; no man under forty ſtepped over my 
threſhold as a gueſt. I knew the danger of ſuffering youth 
: 4% indulge themſelves in any hicentioulſnels: they were 
q proud of making it a parade; While, on the contrary, I 
Y had a ſtaid, demure ſet of old impotent gallants, who, 
Y although they were as wicked as it was Poilble for vice 
ol to contrive, yet wore ſuch a ceremonious ſanctity, were 


1 reputed ſuch good, pious and chaſte men, that they were 
L as much afraid of being diſcovered as I could be. 
: But what aſtoniſhed me moſt was, that theſe old fellows 


(who were looked upon as wile men among one another, 
* and whoſe names I ſometimes read in the newſpapers as 


oh being concerned in works of conſequence, or as being 
K elected to confider abaut affairs of importance) I ever 
2 found to. be men of weak intelletts, perſons of uneven, 
d very uneven minds, and that the ſenfe which they had 
* was greatly overbalanced by folly and impotent paſſions. 
8 In this inug manner, and with good management, I. 
continued a long time, inſomuch that I increaſed my 
as aſſiſtants to the number of three, and frequently on par- 
* ticular nights was obliged to ſend for others. But no 
Is eſtabliſhment, however prudent or otherwiſe, can always 
laſt. I was to be diſturbed, and that without any fault of 
2 mine. The accident which occaſioned it was quite un- 
d foreſeen, therefore the ſurprize was the greater. : 
f An elderly, and, when ſober, very diſcreet, trade ſman, 
* a grocer, in the neighbourhood, who uſed occahonaily to 
nr > vitit me, happened to come one evening juſt after leaving 
10 the precinct meeting, where he had made very free with 
ah the juice of the grape, and, after remaining ſome time, re- 
at, tired to his home. In the middle of the mght he returned, 
'5 and making a great noiſe at my door, with a poſſy of con- 
5 [I fiables and officers, inſiſted upon entranoe, Wlüch I did 
Fo not dare refule them, knowing, if I did, theyzeould make 
it, me anſwer for the conſcquences. They cane in, and, 
d after three hours fruitleſs ſcarch, retired without the ob- 
ject for which they came, which: was the old grocer's 
watch, that it ſeems he miſled: loon after his arrwal at 
oF home. tis ſtate of intoxication wasithe cauſe of his tak+ 
» ing this raſh way of ſeeking redrels; for his wife was at 


the bottom of the bulineſs ; and miffing his watch, which 


- 
"wo, 0" 
i RS: 

* 


sthey ſoon diſcovered my retreat, and, without further ce— 
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was a family gold one, he confeſſed where he had been, 
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This was the cauſe of the ſearch. I heard no more of the 
matter until the afternoon of the next day, when an old 
porter, who had had ſome jobs from my houſe, came, and 


informed me, the officers were juſt then coming to ap- 


prehend me, I had not received this information a mi- 
"| . a - ; | 
nute, before I perceived them coming; fo huddling on 
my ſhawl, I made a precipitate - retreat through the 
church-yard at the back of my houſe. I got through un- 
perceived, as. I thought, by any; but, by the time I had 
reached Iſlington Road, turning my head back, I plainly 
diſcovered two men following, and looking very ſharp 
after me. I quickened my pace; amd ſeeing an out-houle 
open, I got in, as I thought, unperceived by them; but 


remony, handed me out, ſaying, I muſt go with them. I 
obeyed their mandate; and they brought me to Hatton- 
Garden, where, after a ſhort examiration, I was ſent to 
Clerkenwell. My: confinement was but of ſhort duration; 
for, juſt as I was preparing for my third examination, a 
diſcharge came down for me, the watch being found in a 
neceilary, and reſtored to the owner, | 

I ſhall not here, like ſome narrators, relate a tedious 
ſtory of what I met with in this place; I ſhall only trouble 
the reader with obſerving, that, during my abode here, I 
became convinced that the police of the place was not at 
all calculated to reform, but rather pervert the morals of 
the inmates. Gin, under the deriomination of ſnuff, be- 
ing commonly ſold, and a tap ſupplied from a neighbour- 
ing public-houſe. 

This affair made more noiſe than I wiſhed it ſhould in 
the neighbourhood, and induced me to retire into the 
country. However, during my abode, I formed a great 
intereſt irthe fate of an unlucky youth, who was brought 
in while I was here; and being a bed priſoner, and in the 
houſe, I had eaſy and frequent acceſs to him during the 
day; when he related to me ſome of the principal inci— 
dents of his life, and which J ſhall here record in his own 
words. | „ 6 — 

My father— But, good God! how can I own him! 
how dare I mention him! When I conſider his former 
gooanels to me, the delight he once took in me, and the 
agonies-he muit now endure, what are even the terrors of 


| death to the horrors of ſuch a reflection! Let Heaven, I 
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hope, has been pleaſed to make me ſuffer tortures to make 
my penitence more ſincere. I am ready to daſh mylelf to 


2 jeces againſt the walls of my priſon, when J refle& what 
- a diſgrace I have brought upon my relations, upon an un- 
d þlemiſhed family, whoſe peace of mind I have deſtroyed, 
= MO How can 1 hope to be forgiven! How can I forgive my- 
„ WH {clf! My father is Vicar of -—-. His livings are worth 
55 between four and ſive hundred per amum. My fiſter and 
th myſelf are the only children my mother and he ever had, 
i; Ilew often has the good old man (tears of joy gliſtening. 
4 in his eyes) embraced me, and called me his blefling 


What am I now ? What does he now .call me ? 

% My father's brother had acquired a very large for- 
tune by merchandizing. Ie retired from bulineis, came 
down into the country, and ſettled near his brother. I 


perſuading my father to ſend me to town, and breed me 
up in a merchant's counting-houſe, After what I had 
heard my uncle ſay concerning the happy lives of mer- 
chants clerks in London, I was urgent with my father to 
let me come up to town; and in about a month after the 
propoſal had been made to him, I was ſet forward. 

After I had been about a year in London, I received 
letters of congratulation from my relations for. the good 
character which I had gained by my behaviour, my maſter 
having ſent down the molt amiable account of me ima- 
ginable. Another year paſſed on in this happy manner, 
when my maſter's fon arrived in England; who hearin 
what a favourite I was in the family, would needs ſhew 
me all the. civility good-breeding prompted him to; and, 
among other .ofters which he meant as acts of kindneſs, 
he deſired his father to give him leave to introduce me 
that evening into the company of {ome men of falhion, 

„ I was introduced to a very elegantly-dieſſed party of 
young perſons of my own fex, who received me. with 
great politeneſs. My heart began to be dilated with plea- 
ſure at ſuch a reception: I was tranſported when I looked 
round, to think how happy an evening I ſhould enjoy 
among ſuch a brilliant aſſembly, whoſe taſte and convegs 


I ſuppoſed muſt be admirable. _ 5 2 5 
* The arrival of ſupper, which I think was put upon 
the table juſt at eleven in the evening, brought us all to 


was a great favourite of this uncle, who was. continually. 


ſation, from their knowledge of the town, and from.travel; 


he order, The cloth being taken away, and bottles, glaſſes 
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and doyleys placed before us, a toaſt-maſter was appointed, 
and the company proceeded ſeriouſly to what they called 
the buſineſs of the evening. It was in vain for me to object 
my inability to drink; my maſter's ſon ſwore that I was a 
green-horn, and ſhould be entered. I begged hard, and 
pleaded buſineſs of conſequence which I had todo next 
day. As I was requelting mercy, the toaſt-maſter inter- 
rupted me with a pint goblet full of wine in his hand, 
and told me, that in conſideration of my youth, and as [ 
had thrown mylelf upon the mercy of the court, he would 
excuſe what 1 had ſaid; but added, that the firſt perſon 
who gave any farther interruption, ſhould be fined that 
meaſure. | | 3 
* The company being unanimous in behalf of the toaſt- 
maſter, I ſubmitted; I was forced to do as the reſt did, 
and {wallowed ſeveral half-pint bumpers, After we had 
gone on in this manner ſome time, females were intro- 
duced; and the lady to whom I was recommended, I look- 
ed upon as the fineſt woman I had ever ſeen in my life. 
I had, indeed, drank about a dozen bumpers before ihe 
made her appearance, and therefore of courſe thought he. 
exquiſitely beautiful. I toaſted her health in a half-pint; 


challenged all the company to drink. with me; was in 


rapture on her promiſing to be my bed-fellow : ſwore |! 
would pay the whole reckoning ; promiſed to dine there 
that day ſe'nnight; and was looked upon to be a very 
high fellow, and that I ſhould ſoon make a d—d jolly one. 
My head and heart were employed ſo much on the felicity 
I was going to be in poſſe ſſion of, that I paid no attention 
to their praiſes, but was very preſſing to have chairs 
called; and with a pleaſure, as I then thought, not to be 
expreſled, I attended my charmer to a bagnio. 

In the morning I awoke with a violent pain in my 
head, my lips ſcorched, and my throat ſore. I knew not 


where I was; my ideas were all in confukon. J recolle&tedÞj 
ſomething of the preceding night, and that I had a lady 
with me, who burſt into a laugh on ſeeing me leok {of 
ſtrange : and told me, that I muſt not get up yet, that ſhe 
had ordered coffee, that it was coming up, that we would; 


breakfaſt in bed, and that another nap would quite refreſh 
me. She ſpoke ſo unconcernedly about being in bed with 
me, not expreſſing the leaſt ſhame at being a ſtranger 
to her, that I was aſtoniſhed. < However, breakfaſt came 
up, and, after drinking.a diſh or two, I went to ficep. 
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«© When I awoke again, I was quite clear in my remem- 
brance, and all the folly of the preceding night's debauch- 
ery ruſhed freſh upon my memory, I ſtarted up, as if 
wanting to run away from myſelf, I looked round the 
room, and there found every thing ſeemed to be an em- 
blem of diſorder. 

« As I promiſed to dine at the ſame tavern in a few 
days, my maſter's ſon reminded me of it the night before 
the appointment, 1 told him the reſolution I had made ; 
that I ſaw the ridiculouſneſs of debauchery ; that I 
deſpiſed it, and had determined never to be led into it 
again. But he ſoon ſhamed me out of my reſolution ; 
and, rather than be thought ridiculous, I made myſelf 
wretched. IO 

* We met as polite and as friendly as poſſible. We ſup- 
ped as uſual, but did not ſeem to be in the ſame flow of 
ſpirits for drinking as before. Women were propoled. 
No—they objected to them. At laſt ſome perſons men- 
tioned throwing a main. This was approved of, and box 
and dice immediately ordered. I ſat by while they played 
at hazard for ſome time, and was ſeveral times urged to 
try my fortune. They told me what I had to do, and which 
I ſaw others do. I ventured,-took the box, and threw in 
five hands. This emboldened me. When it came to my 
turn again, I threw with ſpirit : and, at the breaking up 
of the party, found myſelf poſſeſſed of ten guineas by win- 
ning. We eſtabliſhed a club for play that night to meet 
twice a-week. 5 N | 

&« Miſers and gameſters do juſt the ſame. 


different to every thing elſe. Abſorbed in the idea of 


accumulating wealth, I did not chuſe to lay out ſixpence 


on any other amuſement but the hazard table. Anxiety, how- 


ever, when I was there, prevented my being amuſed at it; 


it was avarice ſolely that poſſeſſed me. One of the 


party, 


whoſe name was BEE THaAm, ſent me a card of invitation to 


drink tea that afternoon at his chambers in Lincoln's pn. L 
went, and found him with a couple of very agreeable® 


girls in great keeping, who could only now and then ſteal 
out for an hour; that they had viſited him for a frolic ; 


had a mind to be jolly that evening, and keep it up; and 


that he had ſent for me to make one of the party. I 


| 110 From the 
time hazard-playing took up my thoughts, or at leaſt the 
probability of winning againſt that of loſing, I grew in- 


| ies. 
He took me out, and told me that theſe were a couple of high 
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thanked him for the favour, and we returned to the ladies, 
I had loſt all wiſh for women, my whole deſires being ab- 
ſorbed ina box and dice; but the wine flew about briſkly, 
the women were in high ſpirits, talked lively, ſung pret- 
tily, and were in perſon ſo charming, that I became really 
enamoured of one of theſe ladies, and we agreed to make 
an excurſion together for three or four days. Things of this 
ſort are not more eagerly propoſed than embraced : poſt 
chaiſes were hired. and we all four ſet out for Windſor. 
This excurſion loſt my lady her keeper. That loſs, how- 
ever, fat very lightly upon her; ſhe ſnapt her fingers when 
ſhe received the letter; called him ſcrub; and {wore ſhe 
would live with me upon bread and water. F 
„%] now began to diſlike my maſter's ; was ſeldom at 
. home ; had letters out of the country filled with remon- 

ſtrances; all of which, however, I never condeſcended to 
anſwer. b | 

* Had our meetings at hazard continued, I don't in the 
leaſt doubt but that I ſhould have made my fortune : one 
night, however, an unfortunate quarrel diſſolved it. A 
diſpute aroſe between my maſter's ſon and one of the 


company about a bet. Words grew very high; and, un- | 


known to the reſt of the members, (after the quarrel was 
ſeemingly made up,) theſe two adjourned to the Role, 
when about half an hour after ſour o'clock in the morn— 
ing, my friend was brought home to his father's ſpeech- 
$754 ſhot through the body, and expired in half an hour 
afterwards. The agony of the family.is not to be de- 
ſcribed. My maſter ordered me to be told, as ſoon as I 
came home, that, as he had loſt his only ſon by a quarrel 
at a gaming-table, at which he was aſſured I was one of 
the principal, and that I allo kept a common woman, he 
did not think it conſiſtent either with his reputation or 
intereſt to entertain me any longer in his houſe, I did 
not think it worth while to reply to this meſſage, but im- 
mediately ordered a coach, packed up. my things, and 
drove to my girl's lodgings. | CD ON in 
„ ] now aflociated with thoſe who are ſtigmatized by 
the name of gamblers. However, I ſoon knew as much 
as they did. They dreſſed well, lived gay, and kept the 
beſt company; ſo did I. Every thing went on glibly. I 
could play with any of the moſt noted gameſters, becaule 
I knew they always ⸗cted upon honour with their ac- 
Queaintance. ; 
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66. went to Scarborough and York races; lived as a 


man of faſhion ought to do; and although I was by this 
time known to have no other way of ſupporting myſelf 
but by gaming, and was a gameſter profeſſed, yet as long 


as I dreſſed well, paid my play-debts honourably, and en- 


tertained elegantly, I was intimate with, and viſited by, 


many people of faſhion. 


However, I found my finances, on my return to Lon- 


don for the winter, rather impaired by too high expences; 
but as I had contracted a large acquaintance, I expected 


to reap the benefit of it; eſpecially as J had luckily, as I 


then thought, gained a friend in the gaming way, who 

promiſed to let me into ſome ſchemes I was yet a ſtranger 

to, and we were by agreement to go ſhares in the profits. 
„My youth, wich was my protection in gaming, ruined 


me in my connection with women. Vain, and full of de- 


fire, I took pride in being thought to poſſeſs fo fine a wo- 
man, and from her well-ated endearments I grew to doat 


upon her. For ſome weeks I obſerved her to be more 
thoughtful than uſual, and involuntary ſighs frequently 


to burſt from her. I was uneaſy ; but ſhe never would tell 
me the cauſe. I ſent for her upper ſervant to the Fountain 
one day, and defired her to tell me what *was the matter 
with her miſtreſs; upon which ſhe, who had been long 


waiting for this cue, began a moſt melancholy ſtory, bow 


well her miſtreſs had lived when the laſt gentleman kept 


her whom ſhe left for me, and ever ſince her miſtreſs 


had been running behind hand; but that ſhe loved me ſo 


well, ſhe was not. willing for me to know it, becauſe ſhe ' 


ſaid I might ſuſpe& it was only a ſcheme, a decoy; but 


(the girl continued) as ſhe hoped to be ſaved, and upon 
.her honour, her miſtreſs went in fear of being arreſted 
every day, becauſe. ſhe would not go into company, her 


love for me was ſo great. | . 
„I ſnapt at the bait, and ordered her lily to get me a 


liſt of her miſtreſs's creditors. | She had it ready he ſalid, 


on purpoſe to {t.ew me ſeveral times, but her heart failed 
her. Even this did not open my eyes: I could not diſco- 


ver that there muſt be ſome deeper defign in this ready- 


wrote-out lift than I firſt ſaw. No; I was prepoſſeſſed, 
and the next day diſcharged them all, by din: my. girl 


the contents of the liſt, which I think came to two. hun- 


dred and forty pounds ſeven ſhillings 
. | D 2 > 
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« The perſon who had agreed we ſhould ſhare profits 
together, called upon me the next day, and told me he 
had a glorious ſcheme ; but that I muſt bring about three 
hundred pounds with me juſt to make a ſhew with, as he 
had one of the fineſt bubbles in the world. I did not let 
him know that I had parted with my capftal; but, as 1 
depended upon him, agreed to meet him the next day, 
and pretending earnelt buſineſs to tranſact, we parted. 

had fo good an opinion of my, new partner, that I 
reckoned all he ſaid to be goſpel; and as I had ſeveral va- 
luable trinkets by me, I that afternoon diſpoſed not only of 
them, but of my cloaths, linen, horſes, every thing that I 
could raiſe money with; and next morning, according to 
appointment, came in with no leſs than four hundred and 
twenty pounds: of this I immediately informed my part- 
ner. A bank was made, the bubble uſhered in, and we 


won two hundred pounds of him before twelve at night. 


This tranſaction took place at what was called a private 
card aſſembly. We went to ſupper about one; * 

they gave me in my liquor know not, but I ſoon grew 
fuddled, and remembered very little of what happened 
afterwards. | | 

« My ſervant the next day brought me a letter from my 
partner, which informed me that I had, by getting drunk, 
ruined both him and me; becauſe I would play myſelf, and 
there was no hindering me, he ſaid; that I had not only 
Joſt all he had won, but alſo played away all our ſtack ; 
that, for his part, he had been obliged to go a-tick for 
fifty pounds, which he defired I would fend him per 
bearer, and I ſhould have it in the Oftober Meeting, 

J could not ſpeak for ſome time: nay, my ſervant 
two or three times deſired to know what anſwer he ſhould 
ſend by the meſſenger. At laſt I told him to ſay it was very 
well; and ſunk down upon my pillow in horrors which 
the honeſt part of the world cannot eyen fancy to them- 

ſelves. After being tormented with all 'the agonies of 
mind it is poſſible, I believe, to feel from remorſe for the 
crimes I had committed, I jumped out of bed, hurried on 
my cloaths, and haſtened to inform my girl ef, my damn'd 
ill-luck, as I felt certain ſhe would net fail to afſhit me; 
fince, to my knowledge, ſhe could raiſe ſomething hand- 
ſome upon her plate, &c. ſome of which I had given her, 
and which her confidant had told me were in pawn when 
I ſent her the money. But, by an accident, as I lay there 
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one night, (I believe it was the night following, ) on an 
5 alarm of fire, I' diſcovered that ſhe had not pawned it. 
However, I made ſure ſhe would pawn it for me, and 
therefore determining not to make myſelf unealy any 
longer, went to her houſe in very good ſpirits. The maid 
informed me he. miſtreſs was gone to one of thoſe houſes 
where ladies and gentlemen uſually meet in an evening: 
: it was in the Strand, and remarkable for the reſort not. 
only of girls in low circumſtances, but alſo of women of 
p the town who were better provided for. The maſter and 
[ miiſtreſs of this houſe having always expreſſed the moſt 
2; cordial friendſhip for me, I was pleaſed to hear ſhe was 
1 gone there; and as they had ſeveral times proffered to lend 


K mie a ſum, and told me, and had {wore to it, that if ever I 
- wanted any ſum of money that they could command, it 
. Was only aſk and have, I ſhould be ſure of it, I reſolved: 
- to diſcover to them the ſituation of my affairs. | 
= When I came into the room where my lady was, 
- there happened to be only the landlord, landlady, and: 
4 my miſtreſs. As ſoon as I opened the door, they each 


took me round the neck, and almoſt ſtifled me with kiſſes. 
y tv I'm ſure, fays the landlord, if you wanted any thing, you: 


4 mought have all we are worth. My girl interrupted him 
#4 with an oath; then taking hold of the bowl, ſtretched out. 
1 her arm, ſeized me by the hand, and looking me full mn. 
oF the face, exclaimed, that if ever ſhe'refuſed ſharing her: 
* laſt ſixpence with me, ſhe wiſhed the moſt bitter evils: 
_ might befal her that I ever heard expreſled, 

| I thought this to be a good time to open what I in- 
5 tended. I therefore, in a few words, related my ſituation, 


14 and defired Jenmy would lend me two hundred pounds» 
for two months. | 


xd I took notice, during the latter part of my relation, 

_ that he was trying to put the cork into the bottle again; 

of and when I had finiſhed, turning his head to the door, he: 

he called out, I'm coming, Sir; and going out without giving. 

2 me any anſwer, was inſtantly followed hy his wife. 

10 was now left with my miſtrels; and on aſking her 

Ny if ſhe thought there was any thing ſo very odd in what I 

1 requeſted of the landlord and his wife, that they ſhould 

8 leave the room ſo abruptly, and deſiring her to+tell me | 
3 what ſhe thought df it ; ſhe, as if juſt waked, gave a2 
5 ſtart, and replied'— Lord, don't bother one about it!! 
8 Lo be ſure every body knows their own affairs beſt:!. . Do; f 
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ring the bell, will you? I want ſome body to get me a 
coach. - Why, where are you going? - Why, I muſt go 
to the SHAKESPEARE : I promiſed. But you promiſed to 


ſpend the evening with me. —But I can't though. Can 


you now, in your own conſcience, expect a girl who 


has her bread to get, can confine herſelf to one man? 
I'm ſure it is an unreaſonable out-of-the-way thing to 


ſuppoſe it. 


Before I could reply, the landlady and landlord en- 
tered and, after ſome altercation between them, who 
ſhould ſpeak firſt, the landlord thus delivered himſelf ; 
That as how, truly, if he had any money in the houle, 
why. I was welcome to it; adding, I'd do any thing to 
help any diſtreſſed gentleman.—Betty, why don't you 


take the cordial bottle away, and thoſe two large ſpoons ? | 


But, indeed, Sir, I have ſo many bad debts, and am obliged 
to tip ſo much to folks of the right ſort, to prevent infor- 
mations—Y ou take me that nobody upon the face of the 
earth wants money ſo much as I.— Beſs, haven't you got 
the gentleman's bill? There it is, Sir. Not much. Every 
body knows I never loves to ſpunge upon my friends; it 
is but twenty-five pounds in the whole. Take your own 


time. A week hence, Sir, will ſuit me as well as now; 


only, Sir, I can't afford to give any more credit. And 
away they went out of the room; the landlady telling my 
miſtreſs ſhe wanted to ſpeak with her. 

I ſat amoment, nals, as my lady was riſing to go out, 
I defired her to ſtop, juſt to tell me what ſhe thought of 
ſuch uſage ; when her reply was as follows: 

They are a couple of al For my part, I'll never uſe 
the houle again; and I ſhall look upon you to be a moſt 
mean-ſ{pirited fellow, if you don't pay them their bill im- 


mediately.— But how can I do it without money ? I re- 
_ plied. —How F Why, before I would let ſuch creatures dun 


me f r money, damme if I would not hang myſelf, or I'd 


do ſomething to deſerve hanging, that I would. Pray are 


you the firſt gentleman that has come to misfortunes? See 
if I wou'dn'c make the public pay me! I'd try my chance 
upon the road. 


„What, would you have me turn highwayman ?—Good- 


Lord! is that ſuch a great matter? Haven't you been a 
And pray which is worſe ? Not a highwayman, 
un. „Ay, but conſider: ſuppoſe 1 ſhould be taken? 

Ay, now, that's the thing! L with I was a man, fee if J 
| — 2 '- 
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ſhould be afraid'of running any riſque. I ſee what ſort 
of a ſpirit you have. But, mark me! If you don't find 
out ſome way or other to get yourſelf clear of theſe people, 
and prove to me you are a man of ſpirit, never ſhall you 
again come between a pair of ſheets with me: ſo mind 
what I ſay to you; that's all, and I ſwear it. *, 
“ She left me immediately; and, after about a quarter of 
an hour's reflection with myſelf (not from remorſe, but to 
conſider only how I might reconcile myſelf to my woman, 
and ſhew her I had not a mean ſpirit) I found no way ſo 
eligible as the road; and the next morning, properly 
equipt, I ſet out, met with ſome ſucceſs, wrote her word 
how I went on, and remitted her money to pay the bill, 
as ſhe deſired I would in her anſwer to one of my letters, 


but which is not yet paid. Then I committed a robbery, 


for which a great reward was publiſhed to apprehend him 
or them that did it. 

She only knew where I was; and ſince my conviction, 
I have aſcertained that ſhe went halves with the thief- 
takers, I was ſeized, and am to ſuffer on Wedneſda 
next ; but as I ought to die in charity with all the world, 
I freely forgive her. Nor let any one reproach her for 
her behaviour to me, fince ſhe only acted in character; 
becauſe it is impoſſible for Proſtitutes to be any other 
than baſe. Or how can I complain of any perlon's be- 
traying me for a reward, after they have been deſpi- 
cable enough to let themſelves out for hire as common 
hacknies ?” p 

If I was before tired of London, and of London ways, I was 
now perfectly fick of them. The hiſtory of this hapleſs 
youth perfectly harrowed up my foul with anguiſh ; and 
every ſhilling I poſſeſſed with pleaſure would I have ſacri- 


_ faced, if by ſacrificing it I could have purchaſed for him 


the bleſſings of peace, comfort, and lengthened days. 

I now prepared, true to the reſolution I had formed, to 
retire into the country, and break off all my connections 
and dependencies. I had acquired a large ſum. of money, 


and was determined no longer to bear capriciouſneſs. My 


* 


houſe I let to my partner; my jewels, ſide, board of plate, 


and other ſuch ſuperfluities, I fold by auction. I had 
found out a place in the country much to my ſatisfaction, 


and there I was reſolved honeſtly to ſpend the remainder 


of my days; and as I had hitherto been careful of my per- 


i 
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ſon, I thought it was time for me to conſider of what was 
hereafter to happen. 

Accordingly, as ſoon as I had ſettled my affairs, I ſet 
out for Devonſhire, attended only by a female ſervant, 
whoſe hdelity I had often experienced. All the way on 
the road, I reflected with rapture on the alteration of my 
condition. The fields looked ſo lovely, ſo ſweet ſmelt the 
air, the birds ſung out ſo muſically, that all ſeemed para- 
diſe around me. | | 
I was recommended to board at a clergyman's houſe in 
the Southams. I paſſed for the Widow of an Officer in 
the army; was treated with the utmoſt reſpect; and in a 
few weeks 1 perceived a remarkable alteration in myſelf 
for the better. My ſpirits and my appetite were mended ; 
my colour came once more in my cheeks: I could hardly 
believe I was the ſame perſon, who, but ſo lately, had 
looked ſo pale, fo relaxed, ſo void of appetite, without 
any ſpirits but what the fictitious help of liquor afforded 
me. | 

But the life I lived of eaſe and innocence began to be 
too eaſy for me. I began to talk of London to my ſer- 
vant, as we uſed to walk out together; was wont to ſay, 
that I wondered what our old friends were doing in town; 
and uſed to wiſh I could ſee them, and not be ſeen, juſt 
for half an hour or ſo: though I declared I never intend- 
ed to live in London again. As the aſſizes were to be 
held ſoon at Exeter, I deſired my landlord would write, 


and ſecuſe lodgings for me there during the week. I ap- 


peared at the aſſembly, and was complimented very much 
not only upon my perſon, but my taſte in dreſs. The Vi- 
car with whom I lodged in the Southams, had recom- 
mended me to dance with a young gentleman of his ac- 
quaintance, whoſe eſtate lay near the Vicar's reſidence, 
This Weſt-country Squire had five hundred pounds per 


annum, was a paſſable man as to figure, and ſeemed to have 


a great ſhare of good-nature, and ſome underſtanding, yet 
nothing either in mind or perſon ſtriking. Notwithſtand- 


ing this, I had been ſo long ruſticated from any thing like 
addreſs and gaiety, that I was peculiarly pleaſed at the aſ- 
fkduities of my partner; nay, the exerciſe, the muſic, the 
warmth of the room, the, ſipping of negus now and then, 


the preſſing of palms, and other little auxiliaries which 


happen on a night's country-dancing, and exhilarate the, 
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heart, had ſuch an effect on me, that I, who had for ſo 
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many months lived recluſe, was now on fire for poſſeſſion ; 
the latent ſparks of impure love were awakened in me; 
I had no checks from riſing ſhame to deter me, no tender 
conſcientious reflections to damp'my deſires; but, eager 
to indulge the impetuoſity of my paſſions, I was mad for 
enjoyment, | 

My partner attended me from the allembly to my 
lodgings. Luckily the family, to ſhew me the greater re- 
ſeth, ſat up for me; for had he (as I could not but aſk 
him to walk in when he had uſhered me home) accepted 
my invitation, and we had been left alone, I ſhould have 
yielded to his leaſt importunity ; nay, ſo ungovernable 
were my deſires, that I ſhould more than hait-way have 
met his wiſhes, 

As ſoon as he ſaw me home, he took his leave of me. In 
the afternoon he called to enquire after my health, I'was 
ſtill in bed, reflecting on what was likely to happen; but, 
on hearing his name, deſired he would ſtay, and, hud- 
dling on my cloaths, went down to him. Before I entered 
the parlour, he made the Vicar, my landlord, his confidant, 
and begged his recommendation to me, that I would ac- 
cept of him as a huſband, When the Vicar told me this, 
| and at the ſame time gave me a good character of a perſon 
whom | already thought ſo favourably of, I replied, that 

* did not know—l ſhould ſee—T could not tell] was 

„% very happy in my fingle {tate—tlowever, I could not 

„ fay*—and ſuch evaſive maiden-hke anſwers. But as 

he obtained that day my conſent to viſit me, he ſoon after 
obtained my aſſent to be married; though, before that ce- 

remony paſſed between us, I honeſtly diſcovered to him 

my former ſituation, and way of life. He was charmed 

M; with my ſincerity; and the very next day ſucceeding my 
diſcovery of mylelf we were married, when I once more 

gave up all thoughts of London. I had received him as 

my huſband, becauſe I thought him to be a man whom I 

could like; but 1 ſoon began to eſteem him; and he was 
fond of me beyond deſcription. I doated upon him; my 
whgle delight was in him; I was the girl of his affection ; = 
he was the man of my heart, He married a Proſtitute, one =_ 
whom he knew to be ſo; yet he tenderly loved me; my | 
 _ gratitude to him therefore was unbounded. | | 
3 & The following winter I was obliged to come to London ; 
LE on account of my money ; all which I generoully (ſome 


perſons may ſay fooliſhly) gave my huſband, But the 
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moſt knowing perſons, they ſay, are one time or another 
the moſt ſimply taken in. When we came to London, 
and I had ſettled every thing to my own ſatisfaction, I 
had not even a wiſh left for curioſity; my huſband was 
every thing to me;-I every thing to him. But little did 
I know either of us; for this dear hufband, this my lord 
and maſter, to whom I had made a preſent of upwards of 
hve thouſand pounds, and of a perſon he was often 
Plealed to fay ſuperior to all the fortunes in the world; 
whoſe look was enough to make me fly to ſerve him, and 


prevent his even mentioning what he wanted; yet this 


very ſpouſe, when we had been only a week in town, 
picked up a girl in the Strand; and the correſpondence 
continued with ſuch fondneſs on his fide, that he took her 
into keeping; and told me he liked London ſo well, he 
did not intend to leave it for the winter ſeaſon. 

1 ſoon diſcovered his haunts; and one day, about three 
in the afternoon, ſurpriſed him and his lady in bed toge- 
ther. Would not any one ſuppoſe that I ſhould rave, fall 
upon the woman, raiſe the neighbourhood, and do every 
other outrageous action? I ſcorned to expoſe either my 


huſband or myſelf any more than what my firſt burſting. 
into the room might occaſion. The curtains were un- 


drawn, and no window-ſhutters to the ſaſhes. They both 


ſtarted upright at my entrance; and the girl ſeemed 


| {ſtartled as at the fight of a bailiff; while he could not ſtir, 
but fat like a perſon ſtruck with a blaſt; and the ufe of his 
limbs, even the power of motion in his face, was taken 
from him. All in rage as I was, I own, the uglineſs of the 
girl's perſon, and her gallant's daſtardly appearance, made 
part of my fury ſubſide into contempt : ſo that I gained 
{pirits ſufficient to ſeat myſelf; then looking at the un- 
happy girl, defired her not to be frightened ; told her that 
I Knew it was not her fault; that I pitied her; that I 
knew too.much of the miſeries of her profe{hon to blame 
her for accepting of a man who would maintain her. 
What happened afterwards for ſome time I cannot re- 


late: I was inſenſible. Overcome by the different {tifled 


paſſions of reſentment, diſappointment, pride, all at once 
ſtriving to maſter nie, it was too much for me; I ſurk 
down in a {woon. I was taken home, put to bed, and a 


fever enſued, which was attended with a miſcarriage. 1 


was for ſome time given over; but reſolytion, I think, 
more than medicine, recovered me. | 
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F . 
My huſband (with reverence let me mention ſo dignified 
a title) thought proper only to enquire after my health, 
but never choſe to appear in my fight ; and when he found 
my conſtitution eſtabliſhed, went over with his lady to 
Jamaica to a brother he had there, who had lived many 
years upon that iſland. | 

Villain and fool as the fellow was on whom I had fo 
raſhly beſtowed myſelf, yet I muſt do him the juſtice to 
M, that he did not take my fortune with him: he left 
above two thirds of it: and having {old it all out of the 
ſtocks, and taken bank-bills for the money, leaving only 
five hundred pounds for himſelf, he ſent me the bank- 
notes for the reſidue in a packet by my ſervant maid ; and 
alſo a deed, wherein he made over the Devonſhire eſtate 
to me, as it was left him in ſuch a manner that he could 
diſpoſe of it to whomſoever he pleaſed, He at the {ame 
time wrote a letter to the Clergyman in the Southams, 
wherein he corroborated the powers he had given me, 
and at the ſame time laid the blame of his miſcondutt en- 
tirely upon himſelf; nay, like a malefactor, confeſſed that 
he was infatuated, and did not know what he did. In 
one part of the letter he obſerved to the Vicar, that his 
wife ought to remember * what jhe had formerly been her- 
« ſelf.” Had he been near me at the inſtant I read that 
lire, I ſhould have ſpit in his face. The firſt part of his 
letter had won me over almoſt to forgive him; but that 
meanneſs of betraying me, and reproaching me lO Man! 
Man! yeare all alike ; ye are, upon my ſoul ! 

I returned into Devonſhire, and lived upon my eſtate, 
without breaking in upon my ready money in the ſtocks, 
but left it there to accumulate, I ſaw no company for the 
firſt fix months after I returned home, except my acquaint- 
ance the Vicar. | 

One day Mr. Dernley (which was the Vicar's name 
with whom I had lived in the Southams) calling to ſee 
me, and the converſation happening to turn on the ill 
uſage I had received from my huſband, he begged to know 
hat my huſband meant by his inuendo in the letter to 
him, of what I had been formerly, I was in one of thoſe 
communicative moods, which perhaps, reader, you may 
have at times been ſeized with, viz. © the pleaſure of 
* ſpeaking about yourſelf.” I related to him the moſt 
material tranſactions of my life; as I had always, from 
his deportment, from the manner in which he brought up 
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his family, and from the very particular and reſpe&ful 
manner in which he always behaved to me, thought no 
inquietude could happen to me from his knowing what 1 
had been formerly. Noinquietude, indeed, of conſequence, 
did happen from it; but J loſt a friend, a fincere friend, by 
it, and gained—a lover—a fulſome admirer—a gallant 
turned of fifty—a father of children. Clergymen are 
liable to be tempted as well as laymen; but I no more 
ſuſpe&ed that he would ever aſſume the man of gallaniFy 
with me, than I did that I ſhould ever grant him the laſt 
favour. LE 3 

I now commenced an intrigue with Mr. Dernley; but 
finding him a real hypocrite, I was determined to break 
off the connection, which I immediately did,” and fet out 
for London the next day, in ſpite of all his intreaties to 
the contrary. | 

When I came to London, my firſt buſineſs was to en- 
quire after my huſband, that moſt grateful of all men. 
Foor creature ! he had come aſhore but the day before I 
arrived in London, The-lady with whom he had eloped 
to Jamaica had left him for a richer lover. That, and, I be- 
lieve, ſome reflections on the manner in which he had uſed 
me, preyed upon his mind, ſo that he pined away by de- 
grees. The death of his elder brother, which happened 
in about ſeven months after he arrived there, made him 
worth upwards of ten thouſand pounds; but this could 
not make him eaſy. All his cry was, that he would come 
and die in England, bring me his fortune, and beg my for- 
giveneſs; all which happened as he deſired. He found 
out where I lived. At firſt fight of him my reſentmen 
vaniſhed ; and for the remainder of his life, which was 
not above four months, I convinced him that 1 had en- 
tirely forgot his former errors. 

After his death, I once more retired to my Devonſhire 
eſtate, where I now employ myſelf in works of charity; 
and have at laſt found, that, ſpite of all our fantaſtic dreams 
of joy, either from wit, {plendor, intrigue, homage, or any 
other incidental epicurean luxury, there is no permanent 
pleaſure, no ſolid happineſs, that can be felt, except that 
which ariſes from the ſatis faction of doing good. 


